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PCSDS Staff Participate in Design  Thinking  Workshop PCSDS Staff Participate in Design  Thinking  Workshop 
to Enhance the Philippine ABS Functional Mechanismto Enhance the Philippine ABS Functional Mechanism

The Palawan Council for 
Sustainable Development Staff 
(PCSDS) is participating in the 1st 
National Forum on Agricultural 
Development & Natural Resource 
Management for Small Islands in the 
Philippines. This forum, held at the 
PalSU Amphitheater and organized 
by UPLB’s Agricultural Systems 
Institute (ASI) and Palawan State 

On July 2-3, 2024, PCSDS staff 
Mr. John Francisco A. Pontillas, Ms. 
Nheky A. Abuniawan-Jardin, and Mr. 
Mark Elijah M. Balofiños participated 
in the “Design Thinking Workshop 
on Developing the Philippine ABS 
Functional Mechanism” at Quest 
Plus Conference Center, Clark, 
Pampanga. The workshop, organized 
by ABS Project-Nagoya Protocol 
and DENR, aimed to streamline 
access procedures and create a 
centralized database for genetic 
resources and traditional knowledge. 
PCSDS recommended including the 
monitoring of permit grantees and 
requiring the upload of metadata 
from research outputs for better 
tracking and future reference.

University (PalawanSU), aims to craft 
a comprehensive research agenda 
on sustainable agricultural practices 
and responsible natural resource 
management.

Participants, including experts, 
researchers, academicians, and 
local government officials, are 
discussing unique challenges faced 

by small island communities, such as 
climate change, resource scarcity, 
and agricultural development. The 
event is funded by the Department of 
Science and Technology-Philippine 
Council for Agriculture, Aquatics, and 
Natural Resources Research and 
Development (DOST-PCAARRD) and 
runs until September 27, 2024.

PCSDS Plays a Pivotal Role at the 1st National Forum PCSDS Plays a Pivotal Role at the 1st National Forum 
on Agricultural Development and Natural Resource on Agricultural Development and Natural Resource 

Management in Small Islands of the PhilippinesManagement in Small Islands of the Philippines

Experts and officials gather at PalSU to tackle climate 
change, resource scarcity, and agricultural development, 
with PCSDS playing a key role in the discussions.

PCSDS collaborates with national authorities, including 
insights from Mr. John Francisco A. Pontillas, EnP, to 
develop a functional mechanism for access and benefit-
sharing, ensuring efficient and transparent processes.
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On July 18-19, 2024, the Palawan 
Council for Sustainable Development 
Staff (PCSDS) concluded a two-day 
Inception Workshop on developing 
a local carbon policy for Palawan, 
hosted by Conservation International 
Philippines. The workshop covered 
carbon credits, trading, and potential 
benefits under PCSD mandates, 
laying the groundwork for an interim 
carbon credit policy. Participants 
included various PCSDS divisions. 
This event marked a 20-year 
collaboration in protecting Palawan’s 
biodiversity. The next workshop is 
scheduled for August 12-13, 2024, to 
draft the policy for future review and 
approval.

PCSDS’ ECAN Education and 
Extension Division (EEED) has been 
conducting a three-day training in 
Cuyo aimed at enhancing participants’ 
understanding of coastal and 
marine resource management and 
effective solid waste management 
strategies. This comprehensive 
training is part of the office’s ongoing 
efforts to address local challenges 
identified during a Training Needs 
Assessment conducted in May 2023. 
The assessment highlighted issues 
related to coastal ecosystems and 
waste management faced by the 
local residents.

The training brings together thirty 
participants, including members 
of the Environmentally Critical 
Areas Network (ECAN) Boards, 
Sangguniang Bayan, and barangay 
officials from the municipalities 
of Cuyo and Magsaysay. These 
sessions provide valuable insights 
and strategies to help local officials 
better manage and protect their 
coastal and marine resources while 
effectively implementing the Solid 
Waste Management Act in their 
areas.

PCSDS Concludes Inception Workshop on Local PCSDS Concludes Inception Workshop on Local 
Carbon Policy Development for Palawan, Celebrating Carbon Policy Development for Palawan, Celebrating 

20  Years of Biodiversity Collaboration20  Years of Biodiversity Collaboration

PCSDS Conducts Three-Day Training 
in Cuyo to Enhance Coastal and 

Marine Resource Management and 
Solid Waste Strategies

Laying the Groundwork for Carbon Policy: PCSDS concludes a two-day workshop with Conservation 
International Philippines, focusing on carbon credits and trading for Palawan.

PCSDS leads a comprehensive training in Cuyo, focusing on the threats to coastal and marine 
resources and strategies for effective waste management.
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The Palawan Council for 
Sustainable Development Staff 
(PCSDS) participated in a Financial 
Investigation Training organized by 
TRAFFIC International Southeast 
Asia, in collaboration with the Anti-
Money Laundering Council (AMLC) 
and the AML Research Centre Asia 
Pacific (ARCAP) Inc. This training is 
part of the “Project Taking Charge: 
Strengthening Criminal Justice 
Response to Wildlife Crime in the 
Philippines,” funded by the United 
States Department of State - Bureau 
of International Narcotics and Law 
Enforcement Affairs (US INL). The 
project aims to enhance the capacity 
of Philippine law enforcement 
agencies and their partners to 
combat wildlife crime.

Representing PCSDS at the 
training were LTCOL Glenn B 
Destriza (RET), Enforcement Section 
Chief; Gezer Lloyd Tubac, Wildlife 
Enforcement Officer (WEO); and 
Benjamin Franklin Bona from the 

The Palawan Chapter of the 
Philippine League of Secretaries 
to the Sanggunian (PLEASES) 
hosted a seminar at Asturias Hotel 
on September 11, 2024, focusing 
on harmonizing legislation, 
environmental protection, and 
tourism. PCSDS Executive Director 
Atty. Teodoro Jose S. Matta, MNSA, 
addressed around 800 delegates on 
“Realizing Sustainable Development.”

Delegates recognized the 
importance of Republic Act 7611, 
the Strategic Environmental 
Plan (SEP) for Palawan Act, 
which provides a framework for 
balancing economic growth with 
environmental conservation. Atty. 
Matta highlighted how SEP Law 

PCSDS Enhances Capacity Against  Wildlife Crime through PCSDS Enhances Capacity Against  Wildlife Crime through 
Financial Investigation  Training with  TRAFFIC InternationalFinancial Investigation  Training with  TRAFFIC International

Atty. Matta Showcases SEP Law as a Key Driver for Atty. Matta Showcases SEP Law as a Key Driver for 
Sustainable Development in Palawan’s ECANSustainable Development in Palawan’s ECAN

Strengthening Wildlife Crime Response: PCSDS representatives attended a financial investigation 
training organized by TRAFFIC International Southeast Asia, AMLC, and ARCAP to enhance their 
capacity in tackling wildlife crime.

Legal Services Section. The two-
day capacity-building workshop 
covered the fundamental concepts of 
financial investigation, the specifics 
of money laundering linked to 
environmental crimes, and relevant 
Philippine anti-money laundering 

laws and regulations. The sessions 
also addressed the broader threat of 
environmental crimes in the country, 
equipping participants with the 
knowledge and skills to effectively 
tackle these issues.

guides Palawan’s development 
through the Environmentally Critical 
Areas Network (ECAN), a ridge-
to-reef strategy protecting natural 
resources and ecosystems. The SEP 

Law’s role is crucial in promoting 
sustainable development and proper 
environmental management in 
Palawan.

The Palawan Chapter of the Philippine League 
of Secretaries to the Sanggunian (PLEASES) 
hosted a seminar on harmonizing legislation, 
environmental protection, and tourism. Atty. 
Teodoro Jose S. Matta, PCSDS Executive 
Director, emphasized the role of Republic 
Act 7611 (SEP Law) in realizing sustainable 
development for Palawan.
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The Palawan Council for 
Sustainable Development Staff 
(PCSDS) participated in a three-day 
training on the Sukat ng Kalikasan 
(SnK) toolkit, developed by USAID’s 
SIBOL Project. The SnK toolkit 
integrates Natural Capital Accounting 
(NCA) and High Conservation Value 
Areas (HCVA) to measure key 
environmental components such as 
species, ecosystems, habitats, and 
services.

Representatives from Local 
Government Units (LGUs) and other 
agencies attended, learning the 
step-by-step application process for 
Palawan project sites. The training 
provided real-world assessment 
results to demonstrate the SnK 
framework’s effectiveness.

PCSDS facilitated the first 
Prosecutor’s Training to End Criminal 
Threats to Wildlife (ProTECT-WILD) at 
PSDTI, Puerto Princesa City. Atty. Ira 
A. Dela Rosa from PCSDS attended 
as a special participant. Organized by 
IDLO, USAID, RTI-SIBOL, and DOJ’s 
SPD, the training aimed to enhance 
prosecutors’ skills in environmental 
case investigation and prosecution.

Topics included illegal wildlife 
trading in the ICT age, Species Victim 
Impact Assessment (SPECVIS), Cyber 
warrants, and practical exercises. 
Participants visited the PCSDS 
Evidence Facility and Palawan 
Biodiversity Resource Center, 
gaining insights into wildlife crime 
investigation and prosecution.

PCSDS Engages in  Three-Day  Training on Sukat PCSDS Engages in  Three-Day  Training on Sukat 
ng Kalikasan Toolkit to Enhance Environmental ng Kalikasan Toolkit to Enhance Environmental 

Measurement in PalawanMeasurement in Palawan

PCSDS Hosts Inaugural Prosecutor’s Training to Combat PCSDS Hosts Inaugural Prosecutor’s Training to Combat 
Wildlife Crime at PSDTI, Puerto Princesa CityWildlife Crime at PSDTI, Puerto Princesa City

The SnK toolkit training equips PCSDS and local agencies with skills to integrate Natural Capital 
Accounting, paving the way for sustainable development in the Philippines.

Developed under the USAID 
SIBOL Project, the SnK toolkit aligns 
with the Philippine Environment and 
Natural Capital Accounting System 
Law (PENCAS). It aims to integrate 
the UN System of Environmental-
Economic Accounting (UNSEEA) 

into the local context, enhancing 
the country’s planning and decision-
making capacity for sustainable 
development. With this framework, 
the Philippines continues to lead 
NCA efforts in Southeast Asia.

The 1st ProTECT-WILD training in Puerto Princesa City empowers 25 prosecutors with crucial skills 
to combat illegal wildlife trading and environmental
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The municipal ECAN Board of 
Quezon, Palawan led community 
mapping and validation activities 
for proposed crocodile habitats, 
assisted by PCSDS EZMED and 
DMD South. These activities, held 
at the KALAHI-CIDSS building in 
Barangay Sowangan, included 
participation from MENRO, the 
Municipal Agriculture Office, 
MPDO, DENR-CENRO, WPU, IDEAS, 
Barangay officials, and community 
representatives.

The Rapid Biodiversity 
Assessment results, highlighting 
the presence of threatened wildlife 
species, were presented. Proposed 
CH maps and drone field validations 
were conducted in Barangay 
Sowangan and Tagusao. Critical 
habitats, as defined by PCSD A.O. No. 
12, are essential for the survival of 
threatened species.

On September 16, 2024, the Puerto 
Princesa Council for Sustainable 
Development (PPCSD) held its 8th 
Regular Meeting at the Office of the 
City Mayor. Hon. Mayor Lucilo M. 
Bayron and representatives from 
various agencies attended. Mr. 
Eric John G Yayen of the Philippine 
Chamber of Commerce Inc. (PCCI) 
- Puerto Princesa City, was sworn 
in as the new business sector 
representative.

The council approved several 
Category A and B projects, including 
power plants, a memorial park, and a 
water supply project. 

The ongoing Graduated Amnesty 
Program saw 133 projects submit 
letters of intent, with discussions on 

Quezon Municipal ECAN Board and PCSDS Quezon Municipal ECAN Board and PCSDS 
Conduct Community Mapping for Proposed Conduct Community Mapping for Proposed 

Crocodile Habitats in PalawanCrocodile Habitats in Palawan

PPCSD Meeting: Balancing Development and PPCSD Meeting: Balancing Development and 
Sustainability in Puerto Princesa’s FutureSustainability in Puerto Princesa’s Future

Community mapping and drone field validation in Barangay Sowangan and Tagusao aim to safeguard 
habitats for crocodiles and other wildlife.

extending the amnesty deadline to 
facilitate securing SEP Clearances.

The meeting also covered 
the proposed adoption of PCSD 
Resolution No. 24-918, allowing 

the transportation of Reef-Fish-
For-Food (RFF) species during the 
closed season, provided they are 
legally sourced from outside Puerto 
Princesa City. The matter will be 
reviewed by the Sangguniang Bayan.

“Business Sector Gains Momentum: Graduated Amnesty Program and Reef-Fish Transport”The PPCSD 
discussed extending the Graduated Amnesty Program deadline, benefiting businesses seeking SEP 
Clearance. Additionally, they explored allowing legal transportation of Reef-Fish-For-Food species in 
Puerto Princesa City during closed seasons.
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On September 12, 2024, the Tribal 
Affairs Committee (TAC) convened to 
address a Council matter on Almaciga 
resin tapping/gathering. 

The agenda included a 
presentation of PCSD Resolution 
24-1005, which provides for the 
downgrading of the Almaciga’s 
conservation status. The committee 
discussed whether areas with 
Almaciga trees need to be declared 
as Tribal Ancestral Zones before 
Indigenous Peoples (IPs) are 
permitted to tap or collect resin. 

TAC Secretariat reiterated Joint 
NCIP-PCSD Memorandum Circular 
No. 2005-001 or the “Harmonization of 
the Implementation of the Indigenous 
Peoples Rights Act (IPRA) and the 
Strategic Environmental Plan for 

VICE ADMIRAL ALFONSO F 
TORRES JR PN was officially sworn in 
as a Palawan Council for Sustainable 
Development (PCSD) member, 
representing the Western Command 
during the 314th PCSD Regular 
Meeting held on July 25, 2024.

Tribal Committee Discusses Matters Tribal Committee Discusses Matters 
on Almaciga Resign  Tapping on Almaciga Resign  Tapping 

PCSDS Welcomes VADM ALFONSO F  TORRES JRPCSDS Welcomes VADM ALFONSO F  TORRES JR

During their meeting, the Tribal Affairs Committee explored the complexities of Almaciga resin collection. 
Issues related to Indigenous Peoples’ rights, conservation, and practical implementation were at the 
forefront of discussions.

Palawan Act.” NATRIPAL and NCIP 
expressed concerns about the 
process, stating that steps 1-11 are 
too difficult for the IPs to comply 

with. Hence, the TAC deferred any 
proposed resolutions, stressing the 
need for the NCIP and NATRIPAL to 
present their proposed solutions first.

The PCSD Chair, Governor 
Victorino Dennis M. Socrates, 
administered the oath-taking 
witnessed by all members present in 
person and online.

In his message, VADM Torres 

recognized the significance of 
WesCom’s representation in the 
PCSD and assured the council of 
the command’s full support and 
cooperation, particularly on matters 
concerning the peace and security of 
the province.

The swearing-in of VADM Alfonso F.  Torres Jr. strengthens the collaboration between the 
Western Command and PCSD for Palawan’s well-being.
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In June, the Palawan Council 
for Sustainable Development Staff 
(PCSDS) gave full support and 
participation during three essential 
tree planting activities, such as the 
Strategic Environmental Plan (SEP) 
32nd Anniversary tree planting 
(held on the 11th), Philippine Arbor 
Day 2024 (held on the 25th), and the 
Pista Y’ ang Cagueban (held on the 

July 24, 2024- The Palawan 
Council for Sustainable Development 
Staff (PCSDS) District Management 
Division-Calamian participated in 
a mangrove planting activity in So. 
Manggahan, Brgy. Tagumpay, Coron, 
Palawan. This initiative was facilitated 
by Shalom Women’s Biodiversity 
Conservation Association, 
Balisungan Marine Protected Area, 
Women Manage Area, Calamian 
Island Power Corporation, and 
MDDRMO Coron as part of National 
Resilience Month celebrations.

There were over 3,000 mangrove 
propagules (Bakhaw Babae) that 
were planted alongside participating 
groups, namely PNP, 2nd Palawan 

PCSDS  Participates in a month-long PCSDS  Participates in a month-long 
Array of  Tree Planting ActivitiesArray of  Tree Planting Activities

PCSD Staff participates in Mangrove Planting 
Activity in Coron, Palawan

PCSDS commemorates SEP’s 32nd Anniversary, Arbor Day, and Pista Y’ ang Cagueban with impactful tree planting, championing ecosystem restoration in Palawan.

29th). The SEP 32nd Anniversary tree 
planting was held at the Palawan 
Sustainable Development Training 
Institute (PSDTI), Brgy. Irawan, while 
the latter activities were held at ideal 
planting sites in Brgy. Montible, 
Puerto Princesa City.

The years 2021-2030 fall under the 
United Nations Decade on Ecosystem 

Restoration, which aims to prevent 
and reverse the degradation of vital 
ecosystems. These essential tree-
planting activities represent the 
relentless commitment of all sectors 
in the province of Palawan to restore 
the forests and set the standard for 
environmental restoration moving 
forward.

A diverse group, including PNP, Coast Guard, and youth volunteers, comes together to protect Coron’s 
mangroves during the International Day for Mangrove Conservation.

PMFC, PNP Maritime Group, 
Philippine Coast Guard, DENR, Coron 
Ecowarriors, Siete Pecados Peoples 
Organization, youth volunteers, 
barangay officials, Bacau Bay Resort, 
and the MDRRMO Coron.

Today is also the International Day 
for the Conservation of the Mangrove 
Ecosystem, emphasizing the critical 
need to conserve, protect, and 
propagate these mangroves.
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On July 27, 2024, staff from the 
PCSDS-Legal Services Section 
participated in a tree planting 
activity in Barangay Montible, 
Puerto Princesa City, in celebration 
of Probation Month. The event 
was held in collaboration with the 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources-PENRO, the Chief 
Probation and Parole Officer (CPPO), 

The Palawan Council for 
Sustainable Development Staff 
(PCSDS) - District Management 
Division South received a bicycle 
parking rack from the Quezon 
municipal mayor’s office through the 
Municipal Environment and Natural 
Resources Office (MENRO). This 
initiative supports Quezon Municipal 
Ordinance No. 2021-234, which 
promotes cycling as a sustainable 
transportation option, encourages 
proper exercise, and aligns with the 
Philippine Clean Air Act of 1999 (RA 
8749).

Cycling, identified by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) as a key sustainability 
solution, significantly reduces 
transport-related carbon emissions 
compared to vehicles.

PCSDS-Legal Services Staff Join  Tree Planting 
for Probation Month Celebration 

PCSDS Receives Bicycle Parking Rack to Promote PCSDS Receives Bicycle Parking Rack to Promote 
Sustainable Transportation in Quezon, PalawanSustainable Transportation in Quezon, Palawan

and the City Government of Puerto 
Princesa.

During the event, PENRO Felizardo 
Cayatoc provided an introduction to 
the National Greening Program of the

DENR. He also discussed the 
Memorandum of Understanding 
signed between the CPPO, DENR, 
and the City Government of Puerto 

On Probation Month, PCSDS-Legal Services Section joined forces with local agencies to plant trees in Barangay Montible, emphasizing environmental stewardship.

Princesa, which was established to 
address concerns about insufficient 
planting sites and a lack of seedlings 
for probationers.

This tree planting activity was the 
third part of the Seminar-Workshop 
on Probation and Community Service, 
and was organized by the Puerto 
Princesa City Green Justice Zone 
(PPCGJZ).

The Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office (MENRO) collaborates with PCSDS to The Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office (MENRO) collaborates with PCSDS to 
foster a more sustainable and active community.foster a more sustainable and active community.


