
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:...................

PAG
E03 PCSDS conducts virtual IEC,

announces winners of SEP@29
online contests

PAG
E07 PCSDS conducts Ating Alamin Session:

COVID-19 Vaccine 101 Webinar

PAG
E06 PCSDS-EMED conducts assessment of coral

reef damage in Cotad Island,
Araceli and validation and water sampling
in Green Island, Roxas, Palawan

PAG
E09 PCSD approves the Updated ECAN

Map of San Vicente

PAG
E10 PCSDS-EMED joins USAID-SIBOL

training workshop on Ecosystem Services

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE PALAWAN COUNCIL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Vol.��
ISSUE ��
JULY ����

>>> Turn to Page 7

>>> Continuation at Page 2

The Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development Staff
(PCSDS), through the ECAN
Education and Extension

Division (EEED), in partnership
with Katala Foundation, Inc.
(KFI) and MENRO-Dumaran held
a Wildlife Species Management
Pre-Workshop for Dumaran,
Palawan last July 15-16, 2021 via
Zoom teleconferencing. The said
event aims to conceptualize a
comprehensive environmental
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PCSDS, KFI holdWildlife Species
Management Pre-Workshop forDumaran
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strategic communications
action plan for the local
government of Dumaran,
Palawan.

Mr. Peter
Widmann, Scientific
Director of KFI, gave an
overview about the
Palawan Hornbill during
the first day of the virtual
meeting. He explained the
ecology and biology of the
Palawan Hornbill, as well
as provided important insights about the priority
studies that could be conducted in order to protect
and conserve the species. Mr. Widmann emphasized
in his presentation that Palawan Hornbills behave
differently from other hornbill species, particularly
during the breeding season.

“The female burrows herself in a tree cavity,
leaving just a thin opening whereby the male will
feed her and her babies until they are able to fly. This
peculiar nesting habit protects the birds from
predators like snakes and other larger animals,” Mr.
Widmann explained. “Palawan Hornbills are an
important part of the province's forest ecology. Fruit
is the primary food of this species, but it also eats
bugs, insects and some small vertebrates sometimes.
Because of its large size and home range, it is an
important vector of seed distribution for large-seeded
trees,” he added.

Ms. Indira Lacerna-
Widmann, KFI's Chief
Executive/Operations
Officer, led the
discussion and
workshop on the
concept model and

threat ranking for the Palawan Hornbill. The main
threat to the Palawan Hornbill, according to the
conclusions of the discussion, is the cultivation of
kaingin for agriculture and aquaculture. Following
that, forests are converted for agriculture/land
encroachment, some areas are also converted for
future development/land conversion and
fragmentation, and trees are cut down for residential
and commercial purposes. Other threats identified by
the group include charcoal production, Palawan
Hornbill hunting, trapping, and poaching, tree
cutting for firewood, and forest fires.

The second day of the workshop focused on
the development of key management strategies to

address the identified threats. These strategies
include the conduct of the following activities and
programs: a) Research; b) Habitat Restoration and
Rehabilitation; c) Conservation Education; d)
Conservation Breeding and Management; e)
Policies and Institutional Capacity/Administration;
f) Law Enforcement; and g) Identification and
Implementation of Economic Development and
Opportunities.

Population surveys, telemetry, feeding
biology, nest protection, roost sites, foraging counts,
and breeding biology of the Palawan Hornbill are all
needed to better understand and implement the
environmental strategic communications action plan
for Dumaran. Furthermore, study on the profiling of
stewardship holders of the Dumaran Island Critical
Habitat is required (DICH). These activities are
classified as part of the research initiatives to
strengthen the development of an appropriate action
plan for the Palawan Hornbill protection in
Dumaran. In addition, the group identified the
necessity to create and finalize the DICH
Management Plan in order to provide a policy
framework for the area's conservation and
management.

Another important strategy discussed during
the meeting was the need for conservation education
programs. To broaden the reach of environmental
education and inclusive awareness about the
Palawan Hornbill, a major activity is to activate the
Memorandum of Agreement between the PCSDS
and DepEd, as well as the Higher Education
Institutions in Palawan, to organize environmental
conservation projects such as seminar-workshops,
symposia, trainings, and capability enhancement
activities.

The two-day event was attended by 13
participants from the PCSDS, KFI, and MENRO-
Dumaran.
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Screenshot of the virtual photo op during the Wildlife
Species Management Pre-Workshop for Dumaran.

“Palawan Hornbills
are an important
part of the province's
forest ecology.”



The Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development Staff
(PCSDS), through the ECAN
Education and Extension

Division (EEED) held a virtual
Information Education Campaign
on RepublicActs 9175 (Chain Saw
Act of 2002) and 9147 (Wildlife
Resources Conservation and
Protection Act), as well as a
conservation of Palawan Flora
campaign and the announcement
of the winners for the Strategic
Environmental Plan for Palawan
Act (SEP) online contests, from
3:00 PM to 5:00 PM on July 8,
2021.

Said online events were done
in celebration of the Strategic
Environmental Plan for Palawan
Act’s 29th Anniversary with the
theme “SEP @ 29: Time to
Reimagine, Recreate, and Restore
Palawan through Sustainable
Development.”

The event aimed to educate
and orient online participants and
viewers on the RA 9175 and RA

9147, conduct a conservation
campaign by providing ideas or
information on how to conserve
Palawan Flora in one's home
gardens, and promote sustainable
development and stir up
Palaweños’ passion for nature
through the arts.

Ms. Kishia Hardiolen,
PCSDS-IEC Officer, elucidated
RA 9175. She shared to the
participants that RA 9175 was
enacted to address the issue of
illegal logging and other

destructive forest activities. She
informed them that the Palawan
Council for Sustainable
Development (PCSD) is enforcing
the provisions of the law under
Republic Act No. 7611 or the
Strategic Environmental Plan for
Palawan. She also explained to

them how to get and process
permits for purchasing chainsaw
units, as well as the proper use and
possession of chainsaws in order
to contribute to environmental
conservation and protection.

Then, Mr. Eduardo Cabrera,
IEC Officer of the District
Management Division (DMD)-
North, gave an overview of RA
9147 to the online participants and
spectators. Wildlife species, he
explained, refer to both flora and
animals in the wild, at any
developmental stage, including
those in captivity or constrained
surroundings, as well as their
offspring. He emphasized that RA
9147 applies to all wildlife species
found in all parts of the country,
including protected areas and
essential habitats established
under Republic Act No. 7586, also
known as the National Integrated
Protected Areas System (NIPAS)
Act.

Mr. Cabrera familiarized the
online participants and viewers
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PCSDS conducts virtual IEC, announces
winners of SEP@�� online contests

"Wildlife Resources
Conservation and
Protection Act."

>>> Continuation at Page 4

Ms. Kishia Grace l. Hardiolen (le�), PCSDS EEED IEC Officer, asks a ques�on about
the gathering non-�mber forest products as Ms. Rhoda Roque (right) listens a�en�vely.
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with the key provisions of RA
9147, which include the
following: wildlife collection,
registration, collection and/or

possession of by-products and
derivatives, local transportation of
wildlife, by-products, and
derivatives, and wildlife export
and importation, introduction of
endemic or exotic wildlife,
commercial breeding of wildlife,
scientific research on wildlife, and
recreation (botanical gardens,
zoological parks).

He also informed them of the
exemptions in destroying or
killing wildlife under RA 9147,
which include the following: a) if
the wildlife is part of Indigenous
people's religious or rituals; b) if
the wildlife has a contagious
disease; c) if the wildlife is in a
deteriorating health condition; and
d) if the person is in imminent
danger due to the wildlife.

Then, Ms. Kishia Hardiolen
and Ms. Rhoda B. Roque, DMD-
North chief, discussed further the
provisions of RA 9147,
specifically in the conservation of
Palawan Flora in one's home
gardens, to help the online
participants and viewers realize
the importance of protecting
Palawan Flora. During their
discussion, the subject of how the
"Plantitos" or "Plantitas" can
assure that the plants they buy
from plant sellers are allowed or
permitted under the law, as well as
the need of obtaining a permit in
the operation of plant nurseries or
plant propagation, were
thoroughly explained. Ms. Roque
underlined the importance of
obtaining a Wildlife Farm Permit
for plant enthusiasts or individuals
who call themselves "Plantitos" or

"Plantitas" and sell plants in the
province. She also discussed the
necessary documents that couriers
must show to their shipping
partners in order to ship plants to
other provinces.

Announcement of winners of the
SEP@29 online contests

In observance of the 29th SEP
anniversary, the PCSDS held
month-long online competitions,
including the Restore Palawan Art
contest, Plantito/Plantita
Photoblog contest, and Spoken
Word Poetry contest. These
competitions were organized to
rekindle Palaweños’ appreciation
for the environment through art,
poetry, and photography, while

also promoting sustainable
development.
11 participants joined the Spoken
Word Poetry Competition, while
13 participants joined the Art
Contest, and 12 participants
participated in the Plantito/
Plantita Photoblog Competition.

The winners of the SEP@29
online contests were announced at
the end of the online event. The
winners of the Art Contest, which
had three divisions: (4-6 years old
division), (7-9 years old division),
and (10-14 years old division),
were the first ones to be awarded.

In the 4-6-year-old division,
Ednan Mikaella A. Romero took
top place with her art creation
“Sustainable Palawan in the Eyes

Ms. Rhoda B. Roquw, District Manager of DMD North, discusses
the salient features of RA 9147 during the SEP@29 virtual event.

Mr. Eduard Cabrera, IEC Officer of PCSDS DMD North, discusses on the salient
features of RA9147 or the WIldlife Resources Conserva�on and Protec�on Act.

PCSDS conducts virtual IEC...
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of a Child.” Lianna Princess C. Buncag won both the
second place and the People's Choice Award for her
art project "The Mangrove Tree."

Yhuri Kathryn O. Gonzales took first place in the
7-9-year-old division with her art piece "We Are the
Key," while Amihan G. Daganta took second place
with her art piece "Reimagining Sustainability Goals
During Pandemic." Samantha Leona won
The People's Choice Award for her art creation "Save
the Earth, Save ourselves."

In the 10-to-14-year-old
division, Rey Shello L.
Gabayan took first place
with his art piece "Source of
Life," while Reena Mara L.
Gabayan took second place
with her art piece "The Great

Gift." With his art piece "Inang Karagatan," Klarenz
Dela Cruz was awarded the People's Choice Award.

In the Spoken Word Poetry contest, Mr. Darwin
Dave A. Palisoc of Western Philippines University
(WPU) won first place with his submission “Walang
Iwanan sa Makabagong Paraan Tungo sa Kaunlaran
ng Bagong Palawan.” Ms. Monica Osia of the
Philippine Science High School-Bicol Region

Campus took second place with her entry "Palawan,
simulant mo na!"

Winning the hearts of the people, Mr. Cleo
Diomampo of Northern Palawan Technological
Institute, Inc. won the People’s Choice Award with
his entry entitled “Panaghoy para kay Inang
Kalikasan.” Ms. Anthonette Ivy Joyce L. Nangit of
Palawan State University (PSU) received the
Executive Director's Choice award for her entry
"Paghilom, Palawan."

In the Plantito/ Plantita Photoblog Contest, Mr.
Ranil G. Guarino won first place with his photoblog
entry "The Tropiscape." The second prize went to
Ms. Luz Gabua Diansay for her Photoblog entry
"Time for Nature." Mr. Cleo Diomampo is the
winner of the People's Choice Award for his
photoblog entry "The Practical Plantito of Puerto."
The PCSDS hopes that by conducting this event,
Palaweños will be inspired to take action and help to
the conservation of Flora in the wild.

The PCSDS deemed that holding these online
events is important in informing Palaweños about
Palawan's rich biodiversity and the role they play in
maintaining its protection and conservation, as well
as achieving sustainable development.

"Sustainable
Palawan in
the eyes of
a child."

>>> Continuation at Page 6

PCSDS-EMED conducts assessment of
coral reef damage in Cotad Island,
Araceli and validation and water sampling
in Green Island, Roxas, Palawan
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The Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development Staff
(PCSDS), through the ECAN
Monitoring and Evaluation
Division (EMED) held a coral

reef damage assessment on the
vessel wreckage in Cotad
Island, Araceli, Palawan
as well as validation and
water sampling in Green
Island, Roxas, Palawan on
July 12-14, 2021.

Said assessment of
coral reef damage caused
by the capsized landing
craft "Lady Athena" in
Cotad Island, Araceli,
Palawan was directed by
the Sangguniang Bayan of
Araceli, through
Resolution No. 27.5.2021
approved on March 9,
2021.

According to the
Philippine Coast Guard–
Araceli Sub-Station, the
aforementioned cargo
vessel was pounded by heavy seas
during stormy weather on
November 25, 2020, forcing it to
land on the rocky shoreline of
Cotad Island's northeast part.

The barge was carrying 100
container vans full of perishable
items and automobiles. The
majority of the perishable
products washed up on nearby
beaches, while the majority of the
goods sank and were gathered by
local people.

Due to travel limitations
created by the COVID-19
epidemic, the coral damage
assessment in Cotad Island was
postponed multiple times until
finally taking place on July 12-14,
2021.

The PCSDS-EMED classified
the coral damage assessment into
three categories: a) the dimensions

of the damaged area on the coral
reef; b) the live coral cover of two
locations (Site 1 and Site 2); and c)
computed fines based on the total
damaged area and live coral cover.

Site 1 has a total length of 19.8
meters and a total width of 51
meters, according to the
specifications of the damaged area
on the coral reef of Cotad Island.
The overall damaged area at Site 1
is 1,010 square meters. Site 2 has
a total damaged area length of 18
meters and a total damaged area
width of 64 meters. The overall
damaged area at Site 2 is 1,152
square meters. The overall size of
the damaged area was determined
by multiplying the length by the
width. Based on the evaluation, the
coral reef on Cotad Island has a
total damaged area of 2,162 square
meters.

In terms of the live coral cover,
Site 1 has a 70 percent live coral
cover, whereas Site 2 has a 50
percent live coral cover. The
average percentage of live coral
cover on Cotad Island is 60%.

Based on PCSD Resolution No.
12-440, the computed fines
amount to Php 12,000 for a 60
percent average live cover and a
total damaged area of 2,162 square
meters. This calculation was based

on the PCSD-adopted
economic value of coral
reefs in the Province of
Palawan for ecosystem
restoration and
rehabilitation, which was
set at Php 12,000 per
square meter.

After assessing the
coral damage in Cotad
Island, the PCSDS-
EMED came up with the
f o l l o w i n g
recommendations: a)
charge the barge owner a
penalty of Php 15.566
million pesos for
damages to the coral
reefs and marine
ecosystem caused by
their vessel; b) discuss

the drifted container vans with the
local government unit and other
government agencies, which
should also be measured and
penalized, as this could set a
precedent for leaving toxic cargo
unattended with no consequences
to the owners; c) research the
barge ownership issue, as the
present owner claims to have sold
the barge to the salvage operator,
thereby absolving him of any
responsibility for the coral reef
damage; and d) discuss the coral
rehabilitation plan with the local
government or other entities
responsible for putting the plan
into action once the penalty is
paid.

Shortly after the coral damage
assessment on Cotad Island, the
PCSDS-EMED conducted
validation and water samples on
Green Island in the municipality of
Roxas, Palawan.

PCSDS-EMED conducts...
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PCSDS conducts Ating Alamin Session:
COVID-�� Vaccine ���Webinar

>>> Continuation at Page 8

The Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development Staff
(PCSDS), through the ECAN
Education and Extension
Division (EEED), in

collaboration with the Provincial
Department of Health Center for
Health Development
MIMAROPA, conducted the
COVID-19 Vaccine 101 Webinar
via Zoom teleconferencing on July
26, 2021.

Said webinar aimed to
enhance PCSDS response efforts
to the COVID-19 pandemic by
upgrading our knowledge on the
virus and its emerging variant, and
providing information on
government’s program.

Facilitated by Ms. Rachell
Ann J. Cariño, Project
Development Officer II of the
PCSDS, the aforementioned
virtual program and townhall
meeting commenced from 1:00
PM to 4:00 PM and was graced by
58 participants from the PCSDS,
DOH Center for Health
Development MIMAROPA, and
Provincial Department of Health
Office-Palawan.

Among the distinguished
speakers who shared valuable
knowledge and insights on the
COVID-19 Vaccine 101 Webinar
are Ms. Romalyn Racho, Dr.
Mathew Medrano, Dr. Christy
Andaya, and Dr. Sahlee
Montivirgen-Sarjo. Ms. Kia
Johanna Lamo, an IEC officer

from Provincial DOH-Palawan
served as the moderator during the
question-and-answer portion of
the online program.

Dr. Mario S. Baquilod,
OIC Regional Director IV of the
Department of Health-
MIMAROPA emphasized the
necessity of having complete,
accurate, and timely information
about the COVID-19 vaccination
in order to address or alleviate
people's hesitancy or anxiety
about getting the vaccine in his
message during the program. He
reiterated that COVID-19
vaccines are a preventative health
intervention that can help prevent
severe and serious COVID-19
cases. He went on to say that the
vaccine's protection is greater than
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PCSDS conducts Ating Alamin...
its negative effects. With the
advice of the Department of
Health, and continuing
adherence to public health norms
such as social/physical

separation, face shields, and face
masks, washing of hands, etc.,
people can participate and be
united in making “Resbakuna:
Kasangga ng Bida” a reality.

Mr. Peter Hew Curameng
of the Provincial DOH Office-
Palawan also presented another
message emphasizing the
importance of the webinar in

informing people about how the
COVID-19 vaccine works, the
benefits of getting the
immunizations, creating herd
immunity, breaking the stigma
associated with the vaccine, and
dispelling common
misconceptions about the vaccine.

The goals of the COVID-
19 Vaccine 101 Webinar were
provided during the online
session, which included providing
accurate and up-to-date
information about COVID-19 and
vaccinations, as well as providing
advice on the immunization
process in local communities. The
resource speakers emphasized the
importance of getting vaccinated
because it will prevent the onset of
symptoms in mild and moderate
COVID-19 cases, as well as the
presence of a severe COVID-19
case that could result in death, and

because COVID-19 vaccines are
guaranteed to be safe and
effective.

The vaccine is made up of
inactivated, weakened, or dead
copies of the virus in its entirety or
a portion of it, according to the
webinar. When we receive a
vaccination, our bodies respond
with a natural immunological
response, which causes our bodies
to generate antibodies. However,
the resource speakers noted that,
while the vaccine is a vital weapon
in the fight against COVID-19, it

is not a treatment or a cure for the
virus, and that persons must
continue to follow fundamental
public health measures to reduce
their risk of catching the virus.

It was highlighted in the
online event that the government
will only purchase or use vaccines
from Astrazeneca, Gamaleya,
Janssen, Moderna, Novavax,
Pfizer, and Sinovac if they are
licensed or have an Emergency
Use Authorization (EUA). Also,
the correct information on the type
of vaccine, dose intervals, and
common reactions such as allergic
reactions, fever, convulsions,
diarrhea, sore throat, cough, and

colds, headache, joint discomfort,
weariness, and pain in the area
where the injection was
administered were provided to the
online attendees. The importance
of the above-mentioned
vaccinations' efficacy was
underlined during the discussion.
“Ang pinakamainam na bakuna ay
kung ano ang available,” one of
the resource speakers emphasized
to ensure that the online attendees
knew they could trust and rely on
the kind of vaccine that was
available.

All COVID-19 vaccines
with EUA, such as Pfizer's
Comirnaty, Biontech's Oxford-
Coronavac, Astrazeneca's
Sinovac's Coronavac, Gamaleya's
Sputnik V, and Johnson &
Johnson's Janssen, prevent
hospitalization and mortality,
according to one of the
presentations discussed in the
online program.

As stated by the resource
speakers during the webinar, only
1.44 percent of vaccine recipients
experienced adverse effects, with
the majority of these being minor
or minor. The resource speakers
further highlighted who is allowed
to take the vaccine and who is not;
they also stated that children under
the age of 18 are not allowed to
receive the vaccine because there
are inadequate studies confirming
its safety for this age group. They

“Ang pinakamainam
na bakuna ay kung
ano ang available.”
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also recommended the COVID-19 vaccines to the
online attendees as a way to safeguard themselves
and their families because the benefits outweigh the
risks.

The online attendees were also given the
COVID-19 Variants Updates. Viruses, according to
the aforementioned presentation, are constantly
changing due to mutation. A virus is called a
variation of the original virus when it has one or
more additional mutations. The new names for
COVID-19 variants were chosen to minimize stigma
and discrimination, according to the resource
speakers. The four-door strategy, which included
point of origin, point of entry, point of care, and
epidemic surge, was also presented to the online
attendees to help them understand how COVID-19
cases are prevented, contained, mitigated, and how
such cases are prevented from further local spread.

Lastly, how to prevent social stigma and how
the social stigma exists among frontline workers,
people with COVID-19, and people who have
recovered from COVID-19 were explained to the
online attendees. The negative association with
COVID-19, the labeling and stereotyping, and the
weakened social cohesion caused by the stigma and
discrimination experienced by those infected with

The Palawan Council for Sustainable
Development (PCSD) approved the proposed
amended ECAN Map of the municipality of San
Vicente, Palawan during the 281st PCSD Execom

Meeting on July 29, 2021.

Said amendment came after a joint virtual
meeting of the PCSD Environment and Natural
Resources Committee (ENRC) and PCSD Legal
and Inter-Governmental Affairs Committee (LIAC)
on July 26, 2021. In the aforementioned meeting,

the virus were also discussed. When it comes to
COVID-19, it was mentioned in the discussion that
words matter or count in order to avoid insulting or
discriminating others.

Furthermore, the resource speakers
underscored the need of people sharing information
and suggestions, such as correcting misconceptions,
doubts, and disinformation, boosting collective
solidarity and collaboration, and putting in people's
minds that facts, not fear, halt the spread of
coronavirus. "Viruses don't discriminate, and
neither should we," they said, echoing the World
Health Organization's COVID-19 declaration. They
elucidated that if we minimize stigma, people with
symptoms will feel safe to come forward and seek
testing; frontline workers will be able to continue
working and do so with pride; and frontline workers
will be able to continue working and do so with
pride; and we can focus on what is important-the
positive actions we can take to protect each other.

At the end of the webinar, the resource
speakers and medical practitioners from the DOH
Center for Health Development MIMAROPA
vigorously answered the questions posed by the
online participants at the beginning of the COVID-
19 Vaccine 101 webinar, rounding off a worthwhile
webinar.

PCSD approves the Updated ECAN
Map of San Vicente

>>> Continuation at Page10
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PCSD approves the Updated ECAN...
the Municipal Planning and
Development Officer (MPDO) of San Vicente,
Palawan presented the proposed update of the
ECAN Zones Map of their municipality to the
ENRC and LIAC.

The MPDO of San Vicente elucidated that the
municipality's present terrestrial core zone, which is
7, 843 hectares, would be increased to 9, 715
hectares. Similarly, the municipality's restricted use
zone and traditional use zone, which measure 12,
532 hectares, and 3,404 hectares, would be changed
to 28, 813 hectares, and 3, 598 hectares,
respectively. The total area of the controlled use
zone and multiple-use zone, on the other hand,
would decrease from 28, 529 hectares and 20, 201
hectares, respectively, to 13, 237 hectares and 15,
947 hectares. Furthermore, the municipality has
identified a core zone (coastal/marine zonation)
with a total area of 523 hectares, a core zone for
mangroves with a total area of 1,918 hectares, a
buffer zone with a total area of 2,478 hectares, and a
multiple-use zone with a total area of 147,420
hectares.

Following the presentation, the ENRC and LIAC
found merit in the request to amend or enhance the
2006 approved ECAN Zones Map of San Vicente.
The committee members commended the
municipality of San Vicente's efforts to expand core
and restricted use zones, and unanimously voted to
endorse to the Council en banc the approval of the
revision of the ECAN Zones Map of San Vicente
through the passing of Resolution No. 2021-03.

However, the Palawan NGO Network Inc.
(PNNI) objected to the revision, and the MPDO of
San Vicente addressed all of the PNNI's concerns
during the presentation of the amended ECAN
Zones Map of San Vicente to the Council.

The proposed amendment of the ECANMap of
San Vicente was approved by the Council after
determining that the ECAN Zoning Map of the
municipality has to be updated for it to be
responsive to the municipality's conservation and
sustainable development goals.

PCSDS-EMED joins USAID-SIBOL’s
training workshop on Ecosystem Services
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The Palawan Council for

Sustainable Development Staff
(PCSDS), through the ECAN
Monitoring and Evaluation

Division (EMED) participated in

the USAID-Phil ippines
Sustainable Interventions for
Biodiversity, Oceans, and
Landscapes (SIBOL) training
workshop on Ecosystem Services
held via Zoom teleconferencing
on July 21-22 and July 28-29,
2021.

Said training workshop, titled
"Counting What Counts: Valuing,
Assessing, and Accounting
Ecosystem Services for Policy and
Decision-Making (Terrestrial
Batch)," was held in response to
the need for government technical
staff and natural resource
managers to upgrade skills in
managing the country's valuable
natural resources and
environment. It was attended by
various national and local
organizations.

Mr. Edilberto D. Leonardo,
DENR Undersecretary for Special
Concerns, Atty. Analiza Rebuelta-
Teh, DENR Undersecretary for
Climate Change and Mining

Concerns, Atty. Teodoro Jose S.
Matta, PCSDS Executive Director,
Ms. Diane Gail L. Maharjan,
Assistant Director, Agriculture,
Natural Resources and
Environment Staff (ANRES),

National Economic and
Development Authority (NEDA),
and Mr. Marlito Guidote, Deputy
Chief of Party at RTI
International, offered significant
statements during the kick off and
opening program on July 21, 2021,

underlining the need of valuing,
assessing, and accounting
ecosystem services.

Ms. Rina Maria Rosales, USAID

Senior Resource Economics
Specialist, gave a quick overview
of what participants should expect
to learn from the five modules
during the course of the eight-
week training session.

The first lecture, held via
Zoom on July 21, 2021, was given
by Dr. Herminia Francisco of
Resources, Environment, and
Economics Center for Studies Inc.
(REECS) about Ecosystem
Services and their characteristics,
with the following emphasis:
various definitions, types, and
examples of ES, Philippine
Ecosystem and Biodiversity
values set by DENR, differences
between the focus of ES
definitions of MEA and IPBES,
distinction between Intermediate
and Final Ecosystem Services

"Counting What Counts:
Valuing, Assessing, and
Accounting Ecosystem
Services for Policy

and Decision-Making
(Terrestrial Batch)."

>>> Continuation at Page 12



Dr. Herminia Francisco then
discussed Lecture 2, which is
about ES Assessment: Screening,
Beneficiaries and Priority
Selection on July 22. She talked
about the types and importance of
'trade-offs' in ES use, the policy

context of ES Assessment and
Valuation (ESAV), and the ES and
Beneficiaries Linkage: The Final
Ecosystem Goods and Services
Approach (FEGS) and criteria for
prioritizing ES: Selecting priority
ecosystem services using
dependency-impact matrix.
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(ES), and main characteristics of
Ecosystem Services.

Following the lecture,
participants were assigned to each
breakout session to identify the
various ecosystem services (ES) in

their chosen protected area (PA),
classify them into Provisioning,
Regulating, and Cultural
ecosystem services, and classify
whether the ES is a Final or
Intermediate ES, as well as
identify the main beneficiary/user
of the ES if it is Final.

During the breakout session,
participants were divided into
groups and asked to list the
economic, social, and cultural
activities in their area that are
reliant on or have an impact on the
ecosystem services provided by

their Protected Area.

On July 28-29, 2021, Lectures
3 and 4 resumed after the post-
evaluation examination.


