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Monica, Puerto Princesa City, Palawan

The Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development (PCSD)
issued a resolution amending
Section 22 and 23 of the Revised
PCSD Administrative Order No. 6,
series of 2014 (AO No. 6) in its 275th
Council Meeting last January 28,
2021.

The amendment of PCSD AO
No. 6 was sought after the Council
observed a proliferation of
applications for SEP Clearance
from various entities or individuals
who have been found violating the
provisions of the Revised PCSD AO
No. 6. These individuals have either
initiated developments by
constructing structures or have
been operational without having
secured a SEP Clearance in

violation of the provisions of PCSD
AO No. 6.

Resolution no. 21-758 focuses
on the amendment of Section 22
on prohibited acts and Section 23
on penalty of the Revised PCSD AO
No. 6, series of 2014 and aims to
strengthen the deterrent effect of
the imposable fine under the said
Order so as to prevent further
disregard of the required
clearance prior to any
development in Palawan and to
dissuade the individuals from just
paying the affordable Php 50,000
fine.

By virtue of Resolution No. 21-
758, the coverage of the prohibited
acts under Section 22 of the

Revised PCSD AO No. 6 was
expanded. With the said
development, the following acts
are prohibited: a) non-compliance
or violation of any of the terms and
conditions of the SEP Clearance; b)
construction of any structure or
conduct of any activity without the
required SEP Clearance in an area
where such activity may be
allowed under the ECAN; c)
construction of any structure or
conduct of any activity without the
required SEP Clearance in an area
where such activity may not be
allowed under the ECAN; d)
operating any project without the
required SEP Clearance; e)
misrepresentation, use of false
information and use of false
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PCSD members during the 278th Council Meeting.
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statements in the application for
SEP Clearance/ECAN Zoning
Certificate or any report required
under this Order or as required in
the terms and conditions; and f)
obstructing, hindering or causing
the delay of any monitoring activity
conducted by the PCSDS or by the
SMT.

In terms of penalty, under the
same resolution and under Section
23 of the Revised PCSD AO No. 6,
the PCSD shall impose the following
penalties when a project
proponent is found to have
committed any of the acts
prohibited under Section 22: a)
suspension of Project Operation
and Cancellation of Permits; b)
cancellation of SEP Clearance; c)
termination of Project Operation;
d) imposition of the basic penalty
of fine in the amount not less than
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND PESOS
(Php100,000.00) for every violation
with additional ONE HUNDRED
THOUSAND PESOS (Php100,000.00)
for every attending aggravating
circumstance found under Section
23.6 of AO No. 6; e) waiver of
participation to the adjudication
proceedings; f) imposition of an
additional ONE HUNDRED
THOUSAND PESO (Php100,000.00)
fine shall be imposed for every
aggravating circumstances
attending each violation incurred
by an individual; and g)
application of aggravating
circumstances.

The effectivity of Resolution No.
21-758 is fifteen days after its
publication in a newspaper of
general circulation in the province
of Palawan. The PCSD
Administrative Order No.6 or the
Revised Guidelines in the
Implementation of SEP Clearance
System was promulgated by the
PCSD in February 2000 and was
amended in 2002 and 2008, and
further revised on October 28, 2014.

The PCSDS Enforcement
team seized 76 fossilized giant
clams composed of Southern Giant
Clams, Small Giant Clams and
Fluted Giant Clams from two
individuals at Green Island,
Barangay Tumarbong, Roxas,
Palawan on January 12, 2021.

This apprehension was
made possible through a joint
operation conducted by the
members of PCSDS Enforcement
Team, 2nd SOU, PNP Maritime
Group, Naval Intelligence and
Security Group West, Naval Forces
West, Bantay Roxas, Peace and
Order Program and S2, MBLT3
concerning a report of illegal
collection of Giant Clams on the
said area.

The team discovered that
the apprehended individuals
buried the pile of Giant clams
under the sand in front of their

house. The said persons were
charged for violating Republic Act
9147 or the “Wildlife Resources
Conservation and Protection Act”
which penalizes those found
collecting or illegally possessing
wildlife species such as the
clamshells.

The Giant Clam or locally
known as “Taklobo” is now in the list
of Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites) and
determined by Fisheries
Administrative Order 208.

Under Republic Act 10654
or the Philippine Fisheries Code, it is
deemed unlawful to conduct
activities such as fishing or taking,
gathering, selling, purchasing,
possessing, transporting, exporting,
forwarding or shipping out" of
taklobo. Any person caught
violating the law will be held
administratively liable to "three
times the value of the species, or
P300,000 to P3 million." The violator
may also face an imprisonment of
"five to eight years, and a fine
equivalent to twice the
administrative fine, and forfeiture of
species."

FossilizedGiantClamsseized
byPCSDSEnforcemetntTeam
inBarangayTumarbong,Roxas,

Palawan

Photos of the Giant Clam Shells confiscated in
Brgy. Tumarbong, Roxas, Palawan.



City Councilor
Elgin Damasco
turns over a Mother and
young Pangolin to PCSDS
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A Mother and young Pangolin
(Manis culionensis) were turned
over to the Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development Staff
(PCSDS) on January 25, 2021
through the initiative of City
Councilor Elgin Damasco of Puerto
Princesa.

The mother pangolin measures
approximately 119 cm in length
and its weight is 4.3 kg. The young

pangolin measures 83
cm in length and
weighed 4.3 kg.

City Councilor Damasco
narrated that the said pangolins
were given to him on January 24,
2021 by a certain member of the
Tagbanua Tribe while he was on his
farm at Barangay Napsan, Puerto
Princesa City. According to him,
the said person found the
pangolins rolling up their bodies as
the dogs were chasing after them
at Sto. Niño, Bgy. Napsan, Puerto
Princesa City. Seeing that the
pangolins had suffered stress, he
decided to turn them over to
PCSDS. He knew that with the
agency, the said wildlife species
would be handled properly as their
health and safety is of utmost
importance.

Both the mother and young
pangolin were given immediate
treatment by Dr. Glenn G. Rebong,
the on-call veterinarian of the
PCSDS to recover from the stress
they incurred.

The Philippine Pangolin is listed
as a “Critically Endangered
Species” under PCSD Resolution
No. 15-521. The PCSDS is urging
persons who happen to find or

rescue wildlife to turn them over to
our office, which can be
contacted thru hotline numbers
0935-116-2336 (Globe/TM) and
0948-937-2200 (Smart/TNT). You
may also send a message to our
Facebook page for your concerns.

Close-up photo of an adult curved-up Pangolin.

City Councilor Elgin Damasco
showing the turned over Receipt
of Pangolin to the PCSD.

Photo of the mother and young Pangolin
Turned over by Ciy Councilor Damasco.
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85 Olive Ridley Turtle
hatchlings (Lepidochelys olivacea)
were retrieved by the Palawan
Council for Sustainable
Development Staff (PCSDS) District
Management Office – El Nido after
they were turned over by Ms. Sheryl
May Fabrigas from Sitio
Parangaykayan, Bgy. San
Fernando, El Nido, Palawan on
January 27, 2021.

Ms. Fabrigas narrated that
her niece found the said Olive
Ridley Turtle hatchlings near their
house on the afternoon of January
25, 2021. Scared that the dogs
might discover the said hatchlings
andmaul them, they kept and took
care of the hatchlings. They
immediately posted the said
incident on Facebook as they
hoped to find the right agency
which could help them in the
proper release of the hatchlings
into the sea. With the coordination
and assistance of the PCSDS District
Management Office staff in El Nido,
the hatchlings were successfully

released into the shore near their
location on January 27, 2021.

The Olive Ridley Turtle is
considered one of the most
ecologically, economically and/or
culturally important species on our
planet. It feeds on invertebrates
and may play important roles in
both open ocean and coastal
ecosystems that is why the
conservation of the said wildlife
species is of great significance.

The Olive Ridley Turtle is
listed as “Critically Endangered
Species" under PCSD Resolution No.
15-521. The PCSDS is urging persons
who happen to find or rescue
wildlife creatures to turn them over
to their office, which can be
contacted thru hotline numbers
0935-116-2336 (Globe/TM) and
0948-937-2200 (Smart/TNT). You
may also send a message to their
Facebook page for your concerns.

85 OLIVE RIDLEY TURTLE
HATCHLINGS TURNED
OVER TO PCSDS

The Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development
approved the proposed Coastal
ECAN Map of Aborlan, Palawan in
its 275th Regular Council meeting
on January 28, 2021 at the Office of
the Executive Director’s
Conference room, PCSDS Building,
Bgy. Sta Monica, Puerto Princesa
City.

The said coastal ECAN Map
of Palawan came after the Rapid
Biodiversity Assessment (RBA) of
Sitio Long Point, Barangay
Apurawan, Aborlan, Palawan
conducted by the composite
team, composed of Palawan State
University experts, Technical
Working Group of LGU Aborlan,
representative from Municipal
Environment and Natural
Resources Office (MENRO),
Municipal Planning and
Development Office (MPDO),
Municipal Agriculturist Office,
Barangay LGU representatives
(Barangay Kagawad, Committee
on Environment, Indigenous
Peoples Representative of Bgy.
Apurawan), Hon. Ibandio M.
Caralipio, Hon. David C. Mostiero,
Jr., and Hon. Alex Pedro P. Peneyra
– Committee Chairman,
Committee on Environmental

PCSDS
approves
Coastal
ECAN Map
of Aborlan,
Palawan

2021

Photo of the turned over
Olive Ridley hatchlings in
El Nido, Palawan

PCSD



consultation with the local
government units and concerned
sectors in the province.

Moreover, Section 23 of the same

resolution provides that upon
recommendation by the PCSD
Staff, the LGU through its
Sangguniang Bayan shall submit to
the PCSD its ECAN Zones Map (with
the technical descriptions and the
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from the core zone category to
restricted zone while 29 hectares of
it should be changed from core
zone to multiple use zone. The 1,366
hectares of Longpoint, Barangay
Apurawan was also
recommended to be
changed from core
zone to controlled use
zone.

The reasons
that compelled the
LGU Aborlan to
update their ECAN
Map include the
following: 1) to protect
the welfare,
development and
economic security of
the municipality of
Aborlan; 2) to update
the ECAN Map,
integrating the revised
CLUP of Aborlan; 3) to
pave the way for
National and Local
Projects in the future;
and 4) to implement
the PCSD
r e c ommenda t i o n
contained in the TWG
report.

Under Section 22 of PCSD
Resolution No. 05-250, the
subsequent revisions and updating
of the ECAN Zoning Map may be
undertaken by the Council staff
upon acquisition of new and
relevant information, in

Protection, Enhancement and
Natural Resources and Sectoral
Representative to the barangays in
the West Coast, on December 4,
2020.

The RBA ensued from the
council meeting of the
Sangguniang Bayan (SB) of
Aborlan on November 26, 2020
wherein the approval of the ECAN
Map amendment of Barangay
Apurawan, Aborlan took place.
The purpose of this amendment is
to update the status of Aborlan’s
terrestrial natural resources within its
political boundaries as it follows the
sustainable development
principles of Strategic
Environmental Plan (SEP) in
Palawan.

Through Resolutions No. 530
and 535-A series of 2020, the SB of
Aborlan coordinated with a
Technical Working Group and with
PSU President Ramon M. Docto,
Ph.D for the conduct of Rapid
Biodiversity assessment (RBA) in
Sitio Longpoint, Barangay
Apurawan, Aborlan, Palawan.

Based on the findings of the
RBA, Sitio Longpoint is not a critical
habitat for endangered species
and should be removed from the
category of “core zone” to a much
lower category under the ECAN
zoning. It was also recommended
that the 671 hectares of Barangay
Apurawan should be changed

JANUARY
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PCSD members deliberate on the approval
Of Aborlan’s coastal ECAN Map.

>>> to page 6

ECAN Map of Aborlan
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PCSDS,
DENR-CENRO
Roxas support
Pawikan
Project in
Port Barton,
San Vicente

The Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development Staff
(PCSDS), together with DENR-
CENRO of the municipality of

Roxas, supported the initiative of
Atelier Aquatic Community Interest
Company in the conduct of
Information, Education Campaign
(IEC) activity on the conservation
and protection of marine turtles in
Sitio Barombong and Bay-bay
Daraga, Port Barton, Municipality
of San Vicente, Palawan on
January 26-27, 2021.

The said activities, dubbed
as “Pawikan Project,” had
emphasis on art, education and
conservation and were attended
by 62 participants, comprised of 30
children and 32 individuals from the
abovementioned communities.
The Atelier Aquatic, an NGO that
uses creative solutions to engage
communities in education and
marine conservation, initiated this
community outreach in Port Barton,
San Vicente.

DENR Forest Technician
Karl Hojas Sumandal, PCSD Staff
Eduardo Cabrera, Art on the Move
artists, and photographer and film
makers also graced the activities to

help facilitate the project and
document the whole event.

One of the highlights of the
project is the IEC activity that
centered on Wildlife Act, biology
and the importance and proper
handling of marine turtles. A mural
painting activity on the importance
and conservation action for the
marine turtles was also held that
made the whole event more
exciting and fun-filled.

The Pawikan Project held
on Port Barton, municipality of San
Vicente, is on its second year. The
organizers of the event hoped that
an increased awareness on the
importance of Marine Turtles would
be realized through this project.
Moreover, the activity was aimed
at informing and mobilizing the
communities about the
conservation action they could
undertake to help protect the
turtles’ nesting sites, as well as their
hatchlings in their first stage of life.

2021PCSD

allowable activities for each zone)
for approval. Such map shall be
guided by the provisions of these
guidelines. The same map shall be
subject to progressive review and
update by the PCSD Staff and the
LGU through its ECAN Board upon
acquisition of more information on
the environmental condition of the
terrestrial and coastal/marine
areas for review and final approval
of PCSD. After PCSD approval of
the ECAN Zones Map, the LGU shall
support the PCSD action through
adoption of the ECAN Zones Map
by local resolutions and
ordinances. Section 30 of the same
resolution provides that “The ECAN
Zoning Plan (EZP) shall serve as the
general physical plan of every
municipality/city. It shall be the
basis of other planning activities
such as land use planning, tourism
master planning and resource
management planning as a whole.
The Comprehensive Land and
Water Use Plans of the respective
LGUs as well as Forest Land Use Plan
shall be anchored on the ECAN
Zoning Plan.
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Some of the activities during the
launching of the Pawikan Project
in San Vicente. Palawan

The PCSD Roxas holds IEC activities during the
Pawikan Project launching.
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ONE
EASTERN
GRASS
OWL
TURNED
OVER
TO PCSDS

One Eastern Grass Owl (Tyto
longimembris) was retrieved on
January 13, 2020, by the Palawan
Council for Sustainable
Development Staff after it was
rescued by Mark Anjo B. Atienza of
Barangay San Jose, Puerto
Princesa City.

The Eastern Grass Owl
measures 32 cms in length (from
beak to tail), 66 cms in wingspan
and its weight is approximately 650
grams.

Mr. Atienza narrated that
during the last week of November
last year, a certain kid saw the owl
at Maasin, Brooke’s Point, Palawan
one afternoon. The kid brought the
owl to Mr. Atienza’s sister who
could not travel to Puerto Princesa
city during that time. His sister
named the owl as “chon-chon.”
She kept and took care of it and
even tried to release it back to the
wild. However, the owl was unable
to fly so they decided to retain it
under their custody. When Mr.
Atienza went to his sister’s place in
Brooke’s Point for a gift-giving

activity the week before the said
turn over, he used that opportunity
to bring the said owl to the PCSDS
office. He said that he is aware of
the wildlife species turn overs taking
place in the PCSDS and the wildlife
conservation efforts that the
agency is doing so he turned over
the owl to it.

The Eastern Grass Owl was
brought to the Palawan Wildlife
Rescue and Conservation Center
(PWRCC) on that day for its
rehabilitation.

The Eastern Grass Owl is listed as
a “Least Concern” species in the
IUCN Red List of Threatened
species. The PCSDS is urging
persons who happen to find or
rescue wildlife creatures to turn
them over to their office, which can
be contacted thru hotline numbers
0935-116-2336 (Globe/TM) and
0948-937-2200 (Smart/TNT). You
may also send a message to their

The Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development Staff
(PCSDS) participated in the two
webinars conducted by
environmental science classes in
the Palawan State University (PSU) -
Main Campus and PSU - Roxas
Campus. Relevant information on
sustainable development in
Palawan and environmental
protection laws of the Philippines
was made known to the said
classes through PCSDS
Spokesperson John Vincent “Jovic”
B. Fabello.

The first webinar was
conducted by third-year BS Social
Work students of PSU - Main
Campus on January 7, 2021. Mr.
Fabello discussed Republic Act No.
7611, otherwise known as the
Strategic Environmental Plan (SEP)
for Palawan Act, the mandates of
the Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development (PCSD),
and the importance of
environmental protection and
sustainable development for the
progress of Palawan.

The second webinar was
conducted by Elementary
Education, Secondary Education
and Hospitality Management
students in PSU - Roxas on January
16, 2021. In this webinar, Mr. Fabello
discussed the environmental laws

PCSDS joins the
classroom webinars
on sustainable
development
and environmental
protection laws

JANUARY
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Photo of Eastern Grass Owlt perched on a box.

>>> to page 8



The activity, which was
attended by 12 participants
composed of PCSD-EEED, EZMED
and FAD staff, was led by Mr.
Rizaldy Bustamante, a faculty
member of the College of Arts and
Humanities of the Palawan State
University. He delivered his lecture
entitled “Personal Budgeting 101”
which helped the participants
understand and think about their
spending habits as well as realize
why budgeting one’s finances is
important in saving for one’s future.

Mr. Bustamante stressed the
importance of creating a budget
and how following a practical
budget may help a person build
better financial habits, decrease
mental stress, and help them
achieve their financial goals. He
went on to say that individuals
should be mindful of the impact
social media has on their buying
patterns. In the discussion about
developing better financial habits,
he stated that our spending
patterns are heavily influenced by
our use of social media. He went on
to say that we can't perceive the

cost, only the excitement of
following the next fad or trend
throughout the world.

He added that one should be
disciplined in their spending habits,
and this should be evident in their
acts. In the context of personal
budgeting, he also stressed the
distinction between wants and
requirements. He pointed out that
our wants are not the same as our
needs. As a result, budgeting
should come first, especially to
alleviate emotional stress. He
emphasized that the issue with
money management can be
traced back to how and where
people spend their money.

Throughout the discussion, he
encouraged the attendees to find
ways to profit from anything they
choose to spend their money on.
He convinced them to risk their
money by investing in the stock
market rather than saving it in the
bank.

The participants were advised
at the end of the activity that their
income should always be more
than their expenses. They were told
about the budgeting stages,
which included the following: Set
financial goals, estimate income,
track spending, budget real and
unexpected expenses, and assess
and evaluate expenses weekly.

PCSDS holds
Personal
Financial
Management
Talk

The Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development Staff
(PCSDS) thru the ECAN Education
and Extension Division (EEED) and
Palawan State University (PSU)
conducted an “Ating Alamin”
activity about “Personal Financial
Management” on January 29, 2021
at the Office of the Executive
Director’s Conference room,
PCSDS Building.

of the Philippines and international
laws on environmental protection.

By virtue of RA 7611, the
PCSD has the mandate of
governing and implementing the
Strategic Environmental Plan for
Palawan. Pursuant to this, the PCSD
Staff engages local communities to
provide environmental education
and information to protect our
natural resources and promote
sustainable development in our
province.


