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The Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development (PCSD)
collaborated with the Energy
Development Corpora�on (EDC) -
BINHI program, a private sector-
led greening ini�a�ve, and
na�onwide forest restora�on
program which seeks to restore

denuded forests, preserve and
propagate threatened na�ve tree
species, and protect biodiversity
for future genera�ons.

Said synergy between PCSD
and EDC was sealed with the
signing of a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) for the BINHI
In-situ conserva�on project on
May 17, 2021. The project focuses
on the conserva�on of
ecosystems and natural habitats
and the maintenance and
recovery of viable popula�ons of
species in their natural
surroundings.

For its partnership with EDC,
PCSD conducted a kick-off

webinar dubbed "Saving
Palawan's Threatened Flora" on
May 21, 2021, which was done in
collabora�on with the Philippine
Parks & Biodiversity and
celebra�on of the Interna�onal
Day of Biodiversity Conserva�on.

Being EDC's 190th partner for the
BINHI program, PCSD will share its
exper�se and resources for the
conduct of popula�on survey,
propaga�on, protec�on of the
habitat of the Palawan Mangkono
(𝘟𝘢𝘯𝘵𝘩𝘰𝘴𝘵𝘦𝘮𝘰𝘯 𝘴𝘱𝘦𝘤𝘪𝘰𝘴𝘶𝘴),
Manggis (𝘒𝘰𝘰𝘮𝘱𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘪𝘢 𝘦𝘹𝘤𝘦𝘭𝘴𝘢),
Palawan Narig (𝘝𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘤𝘢
𝘮𝘢𝘯𝘨𝘢𝘤𝘩𝘢𝘱𝘰𝘪 ssp. 𝘰𝘣𝘵𝘶𝘴𝘪𝘧𝘰𝘭𝘪𝘢),
Narig Laot (𝘝𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘤𝘢 𝘮𝘢𝘳𝘪𝘵𝘪𝘮𝘢) and
12 other Palawan-endemic tree
species iden�fied to be cri�cally
endangered and near ex�nc�on.
This expanded list of tree species
iden�fied was the product of the
sustained and extended
partnership of EDC with the
Botanical Gardens Conserva�on

Interna�onal (BGCI) for the Global
Tree Assessment (GTA) project.

The PCSD will iden�fy possible
loca�ons of the aforemen�oned
Palawan threatened tree species
and priori�ze these in its
conserva�on efforts. Together

with EDC, PCSD
will also conduct
a d v o c a c y
campaigns such
as dra�ing local
p o l i c y
o r d i n a n c e s ,
s c i e n t i f i c
researches, the
conduct of
capacity building
for key
stakeholders, etc.
M o r e o v e r ,
p o t e n t i a l
partnerships not
only for In-situ
but to ex-situ or
t h e
establishment of
arboretums of

the Palawan endemic threatened
tree species would be explored by
PCSD in coordina�on with EDC.
During the implementa�on of the
In-situ conserva�on project, the
PCSD would be provided technical
assistance and exper�se by the
BINHI team.

PCSD Execu�ve Director A�y.
Teodoro Jose S. Ma�a expressed
in a statement that despite
restric�ons brought about by the
pandemic, the PCSD will work
hard to ensure that the project
would be implemented as the
advocacy campaigns of the BINHI
program are geared towards
sustainable future and general
welfare of the Palaweños.

PCSD Collaborates with EDC in rescuing and
propagating Palawan-endemic Tree Species
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The Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development Staff
(PCSDS), through the District
Management Division (DMD)-
South and the PCSDS

Enforcement team, conducted IEC
ac�vi�es in Bgy. San Rafael and
Bgy. Binduyan, Puerto Princesa
City, on the topic of lobster
collec�on, onMay 25 andMay 31,
2021, respec�vely.

The informa�on drive in Bgy.
San Rafael and Bgy. Binduyan was
conducted by PCSDS through
coordina�on with Bgy. Captain
Roland Macula and Bgy. Captain
Macario Fabrigas. Said IEC
ac�vi�es were held to orient or

educate the fisherfolk
cons�tuents of the said
barangays, specifically on the
collec�on of lobsters and the
corresponding permits that shall

be obtained from the PCSD.

The PCSDS DMD-South staff,
Mr. Apollo Regalo andMs. Cris�na
Rodriguez, took the lead in
discussing the per�nent
provisions of PCSD Administra�ve
Order No. 12, as amended, as well
as the different PCSD permits
provided under the same Order,
such asWildlife Collector's Permit,
Wildlife Special Use Permit,
Wildlife Transport Permits and
their permi�ng requirements and

sanc�ons on viola�on of such
orders. They likewise discussed
the Joint DENR-DA-PCSD
Administra�ve Order No. 01, the
Department of Agriculture –
Bureau of Fisheries and Aqua�c
Resources Admin. Order 265 and

the memorandum concerning
juvenile lobster transport. The
PCSD staff also emphasized to the
audience the benefits of
regula�ng the collec�on of
wildlife.

At the end of both ac�vi�es,
the audience fisherfolks agree
that lobster catchers or collectors
would comply with the
requirements and PCSD permits
to ensure their lawful collec�on of
wildlife species in Palawan.

PCSDS conducts IEC on lobster collection in
Bgy. San Rafael and Bgy. Binduyan, PPC
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The Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development Staff
(PCSDS) through the ECAN

Educa�on and Extension Division
(EEED) conducted a Vlogging
compe��on for the youth and
children in Palawan on April 22,
2021.

Said compe��on, which
was done in celebra�on of Earth
Day, entailed 5 to 7-minute vlog
entries focusing on the theme "Be

Be�er and Consistent: Sustainable
Development for Young
Audiences."

The contest had two
categories: The Kiddie and Youth
Category, which were par�cipated
by elementary pupils and High
School students in the province
who wanted to take part in PCSDS'
environmental conserva�on
campaigns and advocacies.

A total of eight
par�cipants for the two
categories combined joined the
contest. The par�cipants' vlog
entries featured their
environmental advocacies such as
responsible water consump�on,

responsible waste management
prac�ces, wildlife conserva�on,
and even their personal stories of
environmental conserva�on
advocacy.

From the Kiddie Category,
the online viewers of the vlogging
contest were cap�vated by the
following grade school pupils with

PCSDS holds a Vlogging Contest
in celebration of Earth Day

Caleb Rapues with his rabbits.

Angela Vida E. Javier features her vlog
on backyard gardening.

Caleb Juaquin Rapues features a day in his life
on practicing environmental sustainability.
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their vlog entries: Angela Vida E.
Javier (East Central School) in her
"Plant=Life", Ylyzha Faith A. Perez
(Punang Elementary School) in
her "Bukirin ni Lolo", Caleb
Juaquin M. Rapues (Palawan State
University-Laboratory Elementary
School) in his "My Day" and
Franco Luis G. Palao (Puerto
Princesa Pilot Elementary School)

in his "The Art of Waste
Management." Their vlog entries
centered on plan�ng veggies,
ornamentals, trees, taking care of
the environment, recycling, and
proper waste management.

The following par�cipants
in the Youth Category also did not
fail to deliver and to let the online
viewers of the compe��on come
across with their vlog entries:
Adrielle Kyla Peñacenada (Holy
Trinity University) in her "My Life
in Maka�," Kian Dela Cruz

(Palawan Na�onal School) in his
"Conserve Water," Mellisa Salas
and Janine Chua (Kids World
Learning Center) in their "How to
have fun in Palawan," and
Princess Leona (Matahimik-
Bucana High School) in her
"Mangroves Ma�er." Their vlog
entries focused on one's coping
mechanism amidst Covid-19,

conserva�on of energy and
resources, conserving water,
apprecia�on, and protec�on of
Palawan's natural resources, and
plan�ng mangrove trees.

The winners for both the
Kiddie and Youth Category were
announced through PCSDS'
Facebook live stream on May 19,
2021. Caleb Juaquin M. Rapues
and Angela Vida E. Javier won the
Kiddie Category for their vlog
entries about the importance of
plan�ng trees and proper care

and breeding of rabbits.
Separately, their vlog entries had
more than 5,000 people reached
with 1,000 to 2,000 engagements
on the Facebook page of the
PCSDS. In the Youth Category,
Princess Leona was declared as
the winner for her vlog entry
about the importance of plan�ng
mangroves, which had 6, 242

people reached and 12, 360
engagements.

Winning the vlogging
contest, Caleb, Angela, and
Princess became the Palawan
Kiddie and Youth Wildlife
Ambassadors, who would become
part of PCSD's environmental
conserva�on campaigns and
advocacies from now on.
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The Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development Staff
(PCSDS), through the ECAN Educa�on
and Extension Division (EEED) and in
partnership with the Energy
Development Corpora�on for their
BINHI program and Philippine Parks
and Biodiversity, conducted the
Saving Palawan's Threatened Flora
Webinar at 3:00-5:00 PM on May 21,
2021.

Hosted by Mark Joseph
Laceste of Philippine Parks and
Biodiversity, said event which was
held via Zoom, was done in
celebra�on of Interna�onal Day of
Biological Diversity with the theme
"We are a part of the solu�on." It
aimed at increasing awareness of the
Filipino about Philippine na�ve trees
par�cularly unique Palawan flora;
educa�ng people about Palawan's
Flora focusing on threatened species
and environmental laws that govern
them; driving conserva�on ac�ons
on exis�ng challenges in our
Philippine threatened trees, and
crea�ng collabora�ons among
various stakeholders and engaging

them for the protec�on and
conserva�on of Palawan flora.

The webinar was
par�cipated by 98 par�cipants from
the academe, government, private
sector, and civil society organiza�ons,
and other stakeholders.

The current challenges in the
conserva�on of flora and
implementa�on of environmental
laws in Palawan, as well as some
trivia of endemic flora species found
in Palawan, are the interes�ng and
relevant topics discussed in the
webinar.

The esteemed resource
speakers who shared thought-
provoking and valuable insights on
the aforemen�oned topics are
Forester Pastor "Pat" Malabrigo from
UPLB College of Forestry & Natural
Resources, Execu�ve Director Rene
Alfred Anton Bustamante of
Philippine Taxonomic Ini�a�ve, and
Mr. Michael Eugene Venturillo of
PCSDS- Species Habitat Sec�on.

Philippine Parks and
Biodiversity Managing Director Nelia
Lomotan provided a brief

background of the webinar and
emphasized that when people
collaborate, a stronger impact is
achieved and goals are a�ained as
we are all a part of the solu�on for
nature.

Ini�a�ng the momentum for
Palawan's Flora conserva�on
awareness, Mr. Michael Eugene
Venturillo of PCSDS-Species Habitat
Sec�on discussed the current threats
and challenges in the conserva�on of
Palawan's flora and environmental
laws surrounding these threats. He
discussed the major threats to Flora
Diversity which include the following:
a) Habitat Loss; b) Fragmenta�on and
Degrada�on; c) Overexploita�on; d)
Invasive Alien Species; e) Pollu�on;
and g) Anthropogenic climate
change. The policies and laws on
habitat fragmenta�on and
degrada�on, Flora collec�on and
trading, invasive alien species, and
pollu�on in the Philippines were also
men�oned in such discussion.

Philippine Taxonomic Ini�a�ve
Inc. Execu�ve Director Rene Alfred
Anton Bustamante's discussion on
the other important flora in Palawan

PCSDS holds Saving Palawan’s Threatened Flora Webinar
Screen capture during the PCSD Saving Palawan’s Threatened Flora Webinar.
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and ac�ons for conserva�on
followed shortly. He shared about
their projects in Palawan which
include the biodiversity of the
limestone karst forma�ons of north
and north-central Palawan and
phytogeography of ultramafic peaks
in central Palawan.

He stressed that
conserva�on means protec�ng
species from ex�nc�on by protec�ng
their habitats during his discussion
on taxonomy and conserva�on. He
pointed out the importance of
iden�fying plants as they are the
source of food and medicine, the
founda�on of forests ecosystems and
they have a high risk of ex�nc�on
and many of them remain unknown.
"You cannot protect what you don't
know," he elucidated.

He also shared the following
ac�vi�es being undertaken by the
Philippine Taxonomic Ini�a�ve Inc.:
a) exploring the remaining forest
areas of the Philippines; b) describing
species of plants that are new to
science; c) introducing the Philippine
flora through outreach in social
media; d) collabora�ng with
universi�es, other ins�tu�ons, and
researchers; e) extending help in
formula�ng policies and sugges�ng
programs concerning the
conserva�on of threatened plant
species, and f) mentoring and
guiding amateur and young botanists
in doing research and publica�on.

Some of the plant species
found in Montane Forest, Ultramafic
Forest, Tropical Lowland Evergreen
and Semi-Deciduous Rainforest,
Beach Forest, Limestone Forest as
well as the recent discoveries of plant
species in Palawan which include
𝘔𝘦𝘥𝘪𝘯𝘪𝘭𝘭𝘢 𝘶𝘭𝘵𝘳𝘢𝘮𝘢𝘧𝘪𝘤𝘰𝘭𝘢, 𝘉𝘦𝘨𝘰𝘯𝘪𝘢
𝘤𝘢𝘣𝘢𝘯𝘪𝘭𝘭𝘢𝘴𝘪𝘪, 𝘉𝘦𝘨𝘰𝘯𝘪𝘢
𝘵𝘳𝘶𝘯𝘤𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘧𝘰𝘭𝘪𝘢, 𝘊𝘰𝘳𝘺𝘣𝘢𝘴
𝘤𝘪𝘳𝘤𝘪𝘯𝘢𝘵𝘶𝘴,etc., were also revealed

to the online par�cipants through his
presenta�on.

He concluded his
presenta�on with their
organiza�on's recommenda�ons
concerning ac�ons for conserva�on
which include the following:
suppor�ng biodiversity research,
suppor�ng ex-situ conserva�on
projects, strengthening law
enforcement against poachers, illegal
loggers, etc., , raising the cause of the
remaining pris�ne forests of Palawan
to be included as protected areas,
promo�ng and popularizing
biodiversity educa�on and reaching
out to the community especially the
indigenous people, and advoca�ng
for the implementa�on of Science-
based approach in the management
of the protected areas.

UPLB College of Forestry &
Natural Resources Associate
Professor and Interna�onally
recognized plant taxonomist Pastor
"Pat"Malabrigo, Jr., who co-authored
Biodiversity Assessment and
Monitoring System for Terrestrial
Ecosystems book, which serves as
the na�onal standard for all
protected areas in the country, then
discussed some of the conserva�on
ini�a�ves of the program of the
Energy Development Corpora�on
(EDC) for the protec�on and
conserva�on of the threatened
species of trees in Palawan.

He shared that informa�on on
faunal and marine biodiversity,
including endemism, seems to be
complete but when it comes to
terrestrial plants, there is a lack or
li�le available informa�on. He
emphasized that many of the unique
threatened trees in Palawan have
never been documented since the
day of discovery and worse many
people in the province don't know
that such trees even exist. With his
work on the Global Tree Assessment

project, he explained that they
always deal with the diversity and
endemism of the Philippine na�ve
trees. Their group developed their
database by colla�ng all available
informa�on of Philippine trees from
the very old book published edi�ons
to herbarium records and reliable
online sources. Based on their
database, 1487 tree species are
endemic to the Philippines. There are
also 621 na�ve trees and 57 endemic
trees in Palawan which is a testament
to the uniqueness of Palawan flora.

According to him, the first
phase of the BINHI program, which
was launched in 2008 included 96
priority threatened trees with 20
species na�ve to Palawan and one
Palawan endemic, and 3 Bornean
affiliated.

In his presenta�on, he
highlighted the Palawan Mangkono
(𝘟𝘢𝘯𝘵𝘩𝘰𝘴𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘮𝘰𝘯 𝘴𝘱𝘦𝘤𝘪𝘰𝘴𝘰𝘴 Merr.)
which is Palawan's endemic tree. He
stressed out that Mangkono was
misiden�fied in many available works
of literature. He also shared stories of
their research, popula�on survey and
documenta�on of Manggis
(𝘒𝘰𝘰𝘮𝘱𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘪𝘢 𝘦𝘹𝘤𝘦𝘭𝘴𝘢 (Becc.) Taub.
(1891), Palawan narig (𝘝𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘤𝘢
𝘮𝘢𝘯𝘨𝘢𝘤𝘩𝘢𝘱𝘰𝘪 Blanco ssp.
𝘰𝘣𝘵𝘶𝘴𝘪𝘧𝘰𝘭𝘪𝘢 (Elmer) Ashton. (1978)),
and Narig laot (𝘝𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘤𝘢 𝘮𝘢𝘳𝘪𝘵𝘪𝘮𝘢
Slooten (1942)).

According to him, EDC expanded
its MOA with Biodiversity
Management Bureau (BMB) to
include popula�on survey toward the
conserva�on of the popula�on of the
tree species in the wild, as well as
include in-situ conserva�on, a�er
their documenta�on of the 96
Priority threatened tree species. In
their latest popula�on survey,
Palawan Mangkonos were found out
to be the most abundant trees in the
province. The Palawan Mangkono is
abundant in Coron, Rio Tuba, Narra,

>>> to page 8



Puerto Princesa, and the islands of El
Nido. With their BINHI explora�on,
they realized that some of the
proclaimed threatened species are
abundant in the wild. They just
simply lack survey and
documenta�on.

He shared that in the EDC-
Botanic Gardens Conserva�on
Interna�onal (BGCI)Global Tree
Assessment of Philippine Endemic
Trees, the assessment of 800
Philippine endemic trees was
completed with 587 species
published in the IUCN red list (2021-
1), and 213 species expected to come
out in September.

Moreover, he explained that
EDC's mantra now is to become
regenera�ve so they have BINHI 3.0:
a more regenera�ve program with a
new set of priori�es. According to
him, EDC now priori�zes the Cri�cally
Endangered and Endemic tree
species based on their global tree
assessment project in the IUCN and
that a total of 49 Cri�cally
Endangered species make up the
new priority species. EDC has ini�ally
selected four provinces with the
greatest number of cri�cally
endangered species which include
Palawan, Davao, Samar, and Ilocos.

Assistant Vice President and
EDC's Corporate Social
Responsibility-Public Rela�ons head
A�y. Allan V. Barcena concluded the
webinar commending the PCSD, the
Philippine Parks and Biodiversity,
and the Philippine Taxonomic
Ini�a�ve Inc., their allies in
conserva�on advocacies, for the
conduct of the worthwhile webinar.
He stressed out that we are all part
of the solu�on as our awareness of
the conserva�on status of Palawan's
Flora will lead to apprecia�on and
apprecia�on will lead to
conserva�on of Palawan's Flora.

The Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development Staff
(PCSDS) par�cipated in USAID Safe
Water Project’s Pause and Reflect
(P&R) online session on May 14,
2021.

Said whole day virtual event,
organized and facilitated by the Safe
Water Manila and Palawan Team,
was joined by PCSDS Safe Water focal
persons Engr. Madrono Cabrestante
Jr., EnP John Francisco Pon�llas and
For. John Vincent Fabello.

The Pause and Reflect (P&R)
session, which was held via Zoom, is
a regular part of the Monitoring,
Evalua�on, and Learning (MEL)
process of the USAID - Safe Water
Project (SWP). It aims to assess the
progress against plans and targets
and review the project learning
outcomes. This intends to integrate
the lessons learned and knowledge
gained to planning and
implementa�on of ac�vi�es and
provide feedback for improvement
and interac�ve adjustments needed
to achieve the SW targets.

One of the main goals of SW
is to improve the water security of
water-stressed communi�es in the
Philippines in mind through
increasing access of underserved
communi�es to safe water supply
and sanita�on services and
sustainable water management of

surface and groundwater resources
to meet human, economic, and
ecosystem needs. SW also envisions
local water alliances (LWAs) as a
mechanism for exchanging
knowledge on water security. SW
intends to organize LWAs within
project sites composed of a broad
body of actors from partner LGUs,
academe, and the private sector to
create a wider representa�on of
actors whose ideas could contribute
much to a�aining water security.

The conduct of the
aforemen�oned online session
entailed a review of SW’s Year I
accomplishments in Palawan and SW
Priority ac�vi�es based on the Year 2
work plan. Presenta�ons on the
baseline assessment report,
hydrologic studies, provincial water
security framework were discussed
as well as workshops with Palawan
stakeholders concerning Water
Supply and Sanita�on (WSS) and
Water Resource Management
(WRM) were also undertaken in the
virtual event.

PCSDS joins the USAID
Safe Water Online
Pause and Reflect
Session - Palawan


