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Enforcement Training Program
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To kick off the momentous occasion with the theme
"SEP @ 29: Time to Reimagine, Recreate, and Restore Palawan
through Sustainable Development," the PCSDS held month-
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The SEP Law had been the key instrument of Palawan in
a�aining sustainability in its development for 29 years now. This
was made possible by ensuring a balance between economic
development and protec�on and conserva�on of Palawan's
rich and abundant natural resources.

>>> Continuation at Page 3
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The Palawan Council for Sustainable Development Staff
(PCSDS) celebrated the 29th Strategic Environmental Plan for
Palawan Act (SEP) anniversary through the conduct of an online
program held via Facebook Livestream on June 19, 2021.

long online compe��ons such as the Restore
Palawan Art contest, Plan�to/Plan�ta Photoblog
contest, and Spoken Word Poetry contest for all the
Palaweños to promote sustainable development and
to s�r up their passion for nature through arts,
poetry, and photography.

PCSDS holds webinars in
celebration of SEP’s 29th Anniversary
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PCSD approves the proposed
amendment to the ECAN zones map
of Quezon, Palawan

The PCSD members discuss through a virtual mee�ng the amendments of Quezon’s ECAN Map.

category zona�on for more suitable
and
sustainable
management
decisions of the area; b) conduct of
an
Environmental
Impact
Assessment
prior
to
the
establishment of any development
projects in the area which must
include an es�ma�on on the areal
extent of different land cover types, a
study of food plants of exis�ng forest
cover, stream of river network
profiling and profiling of se�lers and
claimants and their extent of
development at Dangla area; and c)
designa�on of a separate and wider
area that has an array of resources,
physical and bio�c factors that could
allow the survival and reproduc�on
for those threatened flora and fauna
species.

diversity and their conserva�on
status biodiversity of Dangla area.
Results on flora assessment of
Dangla revealed that out of 36
species, only C. pulgarense or locally
known as “Pangasaan” is categorized
as vulnerable while the rest fall under
non-threatened
status.
When it comes to rapid
assessment of fauna in the
area, it was found out that
the Dangla area had a very
low faunal presence based
on
their
species
composi�on and number
of individuals.

With the presented data being
factual and because there were no
recommenda�ons for future use and
u�liza�on in the area, the ENRC
proposed the ma�er to be endorsed
to the Council members for their
approval. Also, the ENRC agreed to
recommend to the PCSD to update
the ECAN Map of Quezon with the
addi�onal condi�on of strict
monitoring by the PCSDS. The joint
commi�ee also called for the
solidarity of all concerned agencies
and other stakeholders for the
environmental conserva�on and
protec�on of the town of Quezon.

In the proposed updated ECAN
map of LGU Quezon, the Dangla area
is part of the town areas included for
downgrading in light of the
indigenous people's intent to
conduct non-�mber forest products
(NTFP) gathering on it. The ECAN
valida�ng team led by the PCSD has
found that the area is below 500 masl
with slope class ranging from 19% to
36% and covered with open forest.
Based on the findings of the Rapid
Biodiversity Resources Assessment of
Said assessment was conducted
Dangla area, the following are
to establish baseline informa�on on
recommended: a) re-classifica�on
the current state of flora and fauna
from being a restricted to lower

The proposed amendment to the
ECAN Zones map of the town of
Quezon got approved during the
Council mee�ng on June 21, 2021.
With the approval, the Council
agreed to direct the PCSD staff to
iden�fy rehabilita�on zones or
restora�on areas within the zones in
the next six months. They also
proposed the delinea�on of the
metes and bounds of watershed
areas of the town and stressed that
assistance from NGOs is necessary to
safeguard the threatened species in
the area.

The Palawan Council for
Sustainable Development (PCSD)
approved the proposed amendment
to the ECAN Zones map of the
municipality of Quezon, Palawan
during the 280th Regular Council
mee�ng on June 21, 2021.

Before such amendment, the Rapid
Biodiversity Resources Assessment of
Dangla area, Si�o Talabongan, Bgy.
Berong, Quezon, Palawan, which was
conducted by the team of
researchers from Palawan State
University on March 2021, was
presented during the Joint PCSD
Legal and Intergovernmental Affairs
Commi�ee and Environment and
Natural Resources Commi�ee (ENRC)
Virtual mee�ng on June 9, 2021.
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>>> Continuation (from page 1)

PCSDS celebrates
the Strategic
Environmental Plan
for Palawan Act’s 29th
Anniversary

>>> Before the online event, a
Program on Rewards and Incen�ves
for Service Excellence (PRAISE)
awarding ceremony was conducted
by the PCSDS on June 17, 2021, to
give recogni�on to the ins�tu�on's
DMO frontliner of the year, Division
chief of the year, top-performing
staff, the loyalty awardees, and
permanent staff who had been with
the agency for decades now.
Following the event, the 6th annual
mee�ng of the Scien�fic Advisory
Panel (SAP) was convened on June
18, 2021. The SAP composed of 13
scien�sts/ experts/ academicians
and six ins�tu�ons formulated policy
statements and recommenda�ons to
the PCSD concerning the issues on
the zones of the Environmentally
Cri�cal Areas Network (ECAN) in
Palawan under Republic Act 7611 or
the Strategic Environmental Plan for
Palawan Act (SEP Law) and alien
invasive species in the province on
the said day.
The above-men�oned online
program dubbed as "SEP Talks" that
was held on June 19, 2021, featured
PCSDS' Youth and Kiddie Wildlife
Ambassadors, who elucidated the
>>> to page 4
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>>> from page 3

SEP Law being a framework for other
agencies enforcing environmental laws in Palawan,
the ecosystem restora�on's role in sustainable
development, sustainable lifestyles, and prac�ces
that Palaweños can adopt to prevent the
destruc�on of the environment. Through their talk,
the online viewers were encouraged to support and
par�cipate in the environmental programs geared
towards achieving sustainable development in the
province.
To cap off the online event, a brief tour of
the Palawan Biodiversity Resource Center (PBRC),
one of the newest innova�ons of the PCSDS, was
made by the Youth and Kiddie Wildlife Ambassadors
to engage the online viewers in biodiversity
conserva�on efforts through showcasing Palawan's
endemic and threatened species with global
significance.
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Member of the US Forest Service & PCSDS pose for a photo-op during the virtual mee�ng.

PCSD joins the US Forest Service’s
Project Launch Meeting for the Law
Enforcement Training Program

various other agencies to assess the
viability of the project. The scoping
mission entailed field visits to high
threat
areas
and
in-person
consulta�ons. Consulta�ons included
mee�ngs with all relevant agencies
involved in environmental law
The Palawan Council for Sustainable Development (PCSD) par�cipated in enforcement and with other
the Us Forest Service’s project launch mee�ng for the law enforcement development partners working in
training program, which was held via Zoom at 9:00 am – 11:00 am, on June this technical area, such as USAID’s
Protect Wildlife program.
29, 2021.
The US Forest Service (USFS), one of the primary land management
agencies in the United States and one of the largest Natural Resource
Management Research ins�tu�ons in the world, collaborated with the U.S.
Department of State, Bureau of Interna�onal Narco�cs and Law Enforcement
Affairs in the Philippines (INL) to strengthen the ins�tu�onal capacity of the
Palawan Council for Sustainable Development and their partners to combat
environmental crimes.
Knowing that the PCSD enforces environmental laws in Palawan, the USFS
deemed that extending interna�onal technical assistance could greatly
enhance the capacity of PCSD and its partners to address the increased
viola�ons of environmental laws in the province in recent years by
strengthening the inves�ga�on and prosecu�on of environmental crimes.
The online project launch mee�ng for the law enforcement training
program of the USFS was held to update the progress of the program and
project of USFS with PCSD, which started in November 2018 when the USFS
had their scoping trip to Puerto Princesa City, Palawan to meet with PCSD and
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Through these consulta�ons,
field visits, and review of exis�ng
materials, USFS gets to understand
the current legisla�ve framework for
environmental crimes, the challenges
faced by PCSD and other local
partners
in
the
detec�on,
enforcement, and prosecu�on of
these crimes in Palawan, and what
other organiza�ons are already doing
to address the problem. Such
ac�vi�es also help the USFS technical
support in addressing exis�ng gaps in
the ins�tu�onal capacity of PCSD and
associated partners for detec�ng,
enforcing,
and
prosecu�ng
environmental crimes.
>>> to page 6
PAGE
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>>> PCSD joins...(From page 5)

The USFS team has worked with PCSD leadership and INL to develop five
objec�ve areas which focus on the following: 1) enhanced interagency
collabora�on from ini�al inves�ga�on to prosecu�on; 2) strengthen technical
and organiza�onal capaci�es of provincial law enforcement and inves�ga�on
programs; 3) support case build-up and other prosecutorial efforts for
environmental cases; 4) develop manuals and guidance for evidence storage;
and 5) build capacity of key counterparts through global seminars on natural
resource management and law enforcement.
The program goals of USFS include the following: a) improve people’s
lives globally by mobilizing exper�se to assist in conserva�on and natural
resource management ac�vi�es, disaster preparedness and response, policy
development, and trade issues; b) bring important research, technology, and
other innova�ons back to the U.S.; and c) expand and leverage their
interna�onal engagement to promote a more diverse and inclusive agency.
The long-term goal of the project is to strengthen the ins�tu�onal
capacity of PCSD and its law enforcement partners to combat and prevent
environmental crimes from apprehension to prosecu�on. The project is
intended to provide technical exchange and training to address wildlife
trafficking, illegal logging, and other environmental crimes on the island of
Palawan.
Observing PCSD’s strong commitment to combat wildlife trafficking and
illegal logging, the USFS team has trained and has been con�nuously training
and capacita�ng the PCSD staff regarding enforcement and inves�ga�ve
techniques. This involves gathering physical evidence, undercover and
surveillance opera�ons, interviewing suspects and witnesses, evidence
management, serving search and arrest warrants and tes�fying in court.
When it comes to the legal services sec�on which manages large caseloads,
the USFS and PCSD iden�fied the need for training and assistance on dra�ing
affidavits, evidence storage, record keeping and case management.
Some of USFS’s near term plans for collabora�on include the following:
a) building out the capabili�es of the USAID-Funded Biodiversity Resource
Assessment Inves�ga�on Network (BRAIN) program as a Law Enforcement
Tool and work to increase usership by mul�ple agencies; b) conduc�ng
trainings for PCSD inves�gators on inves�ga�on techniques such as
inves�ga�ve report wri�ng; c) holding mentorship Program for Legal
Services sec�on, etc.

PCSD approves the Updated ECAN
Map of Bataraza, Palawan
The Palawan Council for Sustainable Development approved the
Updated ECAN Map of Bataraza, Palawan during the 280th Regular Council
mee�ng on June 21, 2021.
Said revision or update of Bataraza's ECAN map came a�er the
presenta�on of the Biodiversity Resources Assessment of the municipality of
Bataraza during the Joint PCSD Legal and Intergovernmental Affairs
Commi�ee and Environment and Natural Resources Commi�ee (ENRC)
Virtual mee�ng on June 9, 2021. In the aforemen�oned mee�ng, members
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from the GAIA South Inc., an allFilipino
professional
service
organiza�on that is a�er the
promo�on
of
sustainable
development and provision of expert
advice on sustainability and effec�ve
project
management
support,
presented the results of their study
conducted in Mt. Bulanjao, Bataraza,
Palawan in 2015. With the presented
data being factual, the ENRC
proposed the ma�er to be endorsed
to the members of the council for
their appropriate ac�on.
During the presenta�on of
the proposed revised ECAN map of
Bataraza on June 21, 2021, it was
elucidated by the town's MENRO that
the current terrestrial core zone of
the town, which is 16, 473.56 ha
would be changed to 19, 483.45 ha.
Similarly, the town's restricted use
zone and mul�ple-use zone which
measure 2, 689.21 ha and 34, 499.97
ha would be changed to 3,903.16 ha
and 38, 069.25 ha, respec�vely. On
the other hand, the controlled use
zone and tradi�onal use zone's total
area would decrease from 13, 901.60
ha and 2,769.69 ha to 10, 646.97 ha
and 1,488.61 ha, respec�vely.
Moreover, from having no delineated
core zone, buffer zone, and mul�pleuse zone since 2005, the town has
now iden�fied a core zone that has a
total area of 9,640.22 ha, a buffer
zone with a total area of 5,000.96 ha,
and a mul�ple-use zone with a total
area of 118, 336.26 ha.
Mayor Abraham Ibba of
Bataraza stressed that the purpose
for the ECAN map upda�ng of
Bataraza is to harmonize the ECAN
map with the current environmental
and socio-economic condi�on in the
municipality of Bataraza and to
establish the coastal/marine ECAN
Zones of the Municipality. He
emphasized that the future of the
municipality of Bataraza depends on
their new or updated ECAN Map.
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PCSDS holds webinars in
celebration of SEP’s 29th Anniversary
The Palawan Council for
Sustainable
Development
Staff
(PCSDS) broadcasted webinars on
"Maintaining Mental Health and
Wellness in �mes of Pandemic,"
"Small Space Gardens in the City"
and "How to do Food Waste
Compos�ng," facilitated by the
Lyceum of the Philippine Psychology
Associa�on and the Lasallian
Ins�tute for the Environment, on
June 14-15, 2021, as part of the
agency’s ac�vi�es held in celebra�on
of SEP's 29th Anniversary.
In
the
webinar
on
maintaining mental health and
wellness in �mes of pandemic, Ms.
Emely Linatoc, a faculty member of
the Psychology Department of
Lyceum
Philippines
UniversityBatangas and a prac�cing counselor,
echoed
the
World
Health
Organiza�on's defini�on of good
mental health which is related to
mental and psychological well-being.
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According to her, mental health
includes
our
emo�onal,
psychological, and social well-being,
affects how we think, feel and act,
and helps determine how we handle
stress, relate to others, and make
choices. She oriented everyone
about the factors that contribute to
mental health such as biological
factors, life experiences and family
history of mental health problems,
and the signs of mental health
problems.
Through her discussion, the
online par�cipants ascertained that
mentally healthy individuals can
realize their full poten�al, cope with
the
stresses
of
life,
work
produc�vely, and make meaningful
contribu�ons to their communi�es.
They also realized that the ways to
maintain posi�ve mental health
include ge�ng professional help if
one needs it, connec�ng with others,
staying posi�ve, ge�ng physically
ac�ve, helping others, ge�ng

enough sleep, and developing coping
skills.
The online par�cipants also
learned that to enhance mental
health and wellness, one must have
good nutri�on, exercise, water,
sunlight, temperance, rest or sleep,
and trust in God. Moreover, they
were able to grasp that wellness
involves a healthy a�tude and a
healthy lifestyle; that living a fit and
healthy life will make one feel be�er,
look be�er, perform be�er, and live
longer; and that it is never too late to
change bad habits and start making
healthy choices.
In the discussion about small
space gardens in the city, Professor
Maria Eda Apple Suplido talked about
pocket gardens and their purpose,
benefits, and considera�ons. In her
discussion, the online par�cipants
learned that pockets or small areas of
the house are u�lized in growing
plants. They were enlightened that
pocket gardens allow people to
brighten a corner of their house,
u�lize forgo�en space, tap into their
crea�ve side, enable people to have
fun and bond with their family, and
wake up a person's li�le green
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Some of the lectures discussed during the webinars
hosted by PCSD.

thumb. They also came to know that having pocket gardens in their homes would enable them to breathe fresh air,
exercise, unwind, and have clean and safe food.
In the webinar on food waste compos�ng, Mr. Earwin Belen, a licensed urban agriculturist, explained the
need for food waste compos�ng, the truth about trash, how to kickstart compos�ng for agriculture, and food waste
compos�ng in prac�ce. He stressed that compost is a good source of nutrients for plants and lessens the garbage
being brought to landfills. He emphasized that one should realize a compos�ng mindset by keeping in mind the 5 R's
(Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Refuse and Rot), driving one's waste to their proper bins and conquering compos�ng like a
pro, and ensuring that proper techniques and management of the compos�ng process are done. Lastly, he informed
the online par�cipants about conven�onal, Bokashi, vermicompos�ng, and Black Soldier Fly compos�ng.
The above-men�oned ac�vi�es were conducted by the PCSDS to enlighten and mo�vate the PCSD Staff to
maintain their mental health and wellness, to venture into produc�ve leisure like gardening, and to engage in
environment-friendly and sustainable prac�ces at home that are good for the environment during this �me of the
pandemic.
Aside from the conduct of webinars, the PCSDS also conducted online compe��ons on its Facebook page
which include the Restore Palawan Art Contest, Spoken Word Poetry Contest and PlanTito/PlanTita Photoblog
compe��on, which were all done in celebra�on of SEP’s 29th anniversary.

