Republic of the Philippines
(Republic Act No. 7611)
PALAWAN COUNCIL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT STAFF

Excerpts from the Minutes of the 244 PCSD Regular Meeting
Citystate Asturias Hotel, Puerto Princesa City

June 18, 2018
Present:
1. Gov. Jose Ch. Alvarez, Provincial Governor, Chair
2. Vice Gov. Victorino Dennis M. Socrates, Sangguniang Panlalawigan Vice Chair
3. Dir. Nelson P. Devanadera, Executive Director, PCSDS Secretary
4. DDG Adoracion M. Navarro, Deputy Director General, NEDA Member
5. Hon. Lucena D. Demaala, Pres., League of Municipalities Member
6. Atty. Jansen Jontila, NGO Representative Member
7. LTGEN Rozzano D. Briguez, Commander, WESCOM Member
Represented:
8. Usec Juan Miguel T. Cuna, Undersecretary, DENR Member
Represented by Engr Maria Dorica Naz-Hipe
9. Usec. Ariel T. Cayanan, Undersecretary, DA Member
Represented by Dir. Louella Rowena J. Lorenzana
10. Hon. Lucilo R. Bayron, Mayor, Puerto Princesa City Member
Represented by Atty Carlo S. Gomez
Absent:
11. Hon. Dennis M. Sabando, President, Liga ng mga Barangay Member
12. Mr. Bobby Castro, Private Sector Representative Member
PCSD RESOLUTION NO. 18-638

“CLASSIFYING EIGHTEEN (18) CAVES IN THE PROVINCE
OF PALAWAN PURSUANT TO REPUBLIC ACT 9072,
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS NATIONAL CAVES AND CAVE
RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION ACT OF
2001~

WHEREAS, on April 8, 2001 Republic Act No. 9072, otherwise known as
the "National Caves and Cave Resources Management and Protection Act", was
approved to carry out the national policy of conserving, protecting and managing the
caves and caves resources as part of the country's natural wealth;

WHEREAS, Section 4 thereof provides that in the province of Palawan, the
Palawan Council for Sustainable Development (PCSD) shall be the lead
implementing agency pursuant to Republic Act No. 7611 or the Strategic
Environmental Plan (SEP) for Palawan Act;
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WHEREAS, on September 12, 2003 PCSD issued Resolution No. 03-217
adopting the DENR Administrative Order (DAQO) 2003-29) "Implementing the Rules
and Regulations of the National Caves and Cave Resources Management and
Protection Act or RA No. 9072"and providing henceforth administrative order for a
revised IRR applicable to the province of Palawan, and subsequently promulgated
Administrative Order No. 03-08;

WHEREAS, in 2007, the DENR issued Memorandum Circular No. 2007-04
prescribing and adopting the Manual on Cave Classification for all caves within
public domain and private lands, including those found within the protected areas,

WHEREAS, the PCSD formulated its Manual on Cave Classification
adopting the DENR Memorandum Circular No. 2007-04 and prescribing the
following classes of caves in the province of Palawan:

Class I. Caves with delicate and fragile geological formations, threatened
species, archaeological and paleontological values, and extremely hazardous
conditions. Allowable use may include mapping, photography, educational
and scientific purposes.

Class IL. Caves with areas or portions which have sections that have
hazardous conditions and contain sensitive geological, archaeological,
cultural, historical and biological values or high quality ecosystem. It may be
necessary to close sections of these caves seasonally or permanently. It is shall
be opened to experienced cavers or guided educational tours/visits.

Class III. Caves generally safe to inexperienced visitors with no known
threatened species and archaeological, geological, natural history, cultural and
historical values. The caves may also be utilized for economic purposes such
as guano extraction and edible birds’ nest collection.

WHEREAS, the PCSD cave assessment team, together with experts from
Palawan State University (PSU), La Karst Palawan Cavers Association, and Puerto
Princesa Subterranean River National Park (PPSRNP) conducted in 2016 and 2017
caves identification, assessment, survey and mapping in the province;

WHEREAS, the primary objective for the classification of caves is to
conserve, protect and manage the natural wealth and heritage of caves and the
resources found therein;

WHEREAS, after the assessment, the team has identified, assessed and
recommended the following classification of the eighteen caves in Palawan, to wit:
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CLASSI-
FICATION

NAME OF CAVE

LOCATION

MAJOR
APPROPRIATE

USES

CITY/
MUNICIPALITY

CLASS II

1

WONDERGROUND
PARADISE Cave

Bgy.
Tagabinet

Guided
educational
tours/visits and
Research/scientif
ic studies

Puerto Princesa City

DAYLIGHT HOLE
Cave

Bgy.
Cabayugan

Guided
educational
tours/visits and
Research/scientif
ic studies

Puerto Princesa City

MARAMBUAYA
Cave

Bgy. Sandoval

Guided
educational
tours/cave
visitation

Bataraza

SIMBAHAN Cave

Bgy. Panlaitan

Guided
educational
tours/cave
visitation

Busuanga

DOBLE ENTRADA
Cave

Bgy. Panlaitan

Guided
educational
tours/cave
visitation

Busuanga

ARAMAYWAN
MINI-
UNDERGROUND
RIVER Cave

Bgy.
Aramaywan

Guided
educational
tours/cave
visitation

Quezon

CLASS III

=

ALMONECA Cave

Bgy. San Jose

For economic
purposes -
meditation and
ecotourism site

Puerto Princesa City

UGONG ROCK
Cave

Bgy.
Tagabinet

For economic
purposes -
Zipline adventure
and tourism

Puerto Princesa City

ERKON Cave

Bgy. San
Rafael

For economic
purposes —
Limited to
ecotourism

Puerto Princesa City

10

SIGMANGAN UR
Cave

Bgy. San
Rafael

For economic
purposes —
Limited to
ecotourism

Puerto Princesa City

11

PANUYON Cave

Bgy. Sandoval

For economic
purposes -
Religious/ecotour
ism site

Bataraza

12

PANUYON -
MALIIT Cave

Bgy. San(ioval

For economic
purposes

Bataraza

13

MOORE’S Cave

Bgy.
Panalingaan

For economic
purposes —
potential for

Jose Rizal
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ecotourism

14

MAMBENG Cave

Bgy. Talaga

For economic

purposes -
Limited to
collection of

Edible Bird’s

Nests only

Cagayancillo

15

CLEMENTE Cave

Bgy.
Caponayan

For economic
purposes -
Limited to
collection of
Edible Bird’s
Nests only

Cuyo

16

Bgy.
Caponayan

For economic
purposes -

Cuyo

Limited to
collection of
Edible Bird’s
Nests only
For economic Cuyo
purposes -
Limited to
collection of
Edible Bird’s
Nests only
18 For economic
DOBLE PUERTA purposes -
Cave limited to
Bgy. Panlaitan | ecotourism only

TUMOY Cave

17 Bgy.
Caponayan

BARAS Cave

Busuanga

WHEREAS, on April 24, 2018, the cave assessment team presented to the
Environment and Natural Resources Committee the above recommended classification
and the same was adopted for recommendation to the Council;

WHEREAS, the ENRC presented its recommendation for the subsequent
adoption by the PCSD during its 243™ meeting on May 24, 2018, but since the body
convened as Executive Committee the action was deferred;

WHEREAS, in today’s meeting the ENR Committee report was presented and
the Committee recommendations were adopted, including the above-cited caves
classification;

WHEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing premises and upon motion by
Mayor Lucena Demaala, duly seconded, the Council resolves to adopt, as it is hereby
ADOPTED, the recommendations of the ENR Committee classifying eighteen caves in
the province of Palawan as above-stated;

RESOLVED FURTHER, that for caves under Class III, the immediate
formulation of management plan be undertaken jointly by the local government units
through its Municipal Caves Committee and the PCSD Staff and that the development of
the management plan shall proceed in the following order of priority: Cuyo, Busuanga,
Bataraza, Puerto Princesa City, Cagayancillo, Quezon and Rizal;

RESOLVED FINALLY, that copies of this resolution be furnished the DENR,
DOT, LGU’s other concerned agencies for their information and guidance. Let copy of
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this resolution be filed with the Office of the National Administrative Registrar at the
UP Law Center, Diliman, Quezon City.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 18 day of June 2018 in Puerto Princesa

I hereby certify that the above-quoted resolution has been duly adopted by the
PCSD on the 18" day of June 2018 at Puerto Princesa City.

NELSON P. DEVANADERA
Secretary

ATTESTED BY:

JOS VAREZ
air
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