Republic of the
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
PALAWAN COUNCIL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Excerpt from the Minutes of the 188th PCSD Meeting
Function Room ABC, The Legend Hotel-Palawan,
Puerto Princesa City

July 6,2012

Present:

1. Gov. Abraham Kabhlil B. Mitra, Provincial Governor -Chairperson

2. Hon. Alfredo E. Abueg, Jr., Past PCSD Chair -Member

3. Hon. Vicente A. Sandoval, Past PCSD Chair -Member

4. Usec. Edilberto M. De Luna, Department of Agriculture -Member

5. Dir. Josephine S. Matulac, OIC-Executive Director -Member

6. Pros. Alen Ross B. Rodriguez, Office of the Prov’l. Prosecutor -Member

7. Mr. Rey M. Rafols, Business Sector -Member

8. Atty. Nesario G. Awat, Palawan NGO Network, Inc. -Member

9. Commo Joseph Rostum O Petia, NAVFORWEST -Member

Represented:

10. Usec. Manuel D. Gerochi, DENR -Member
Represented by PAWB Assistant Director Nelson P. Devanadera

11.LTGEN Juancho M Sabban AFP, Commander, WESCOM -Member
Represented by LTC Juan Ismael T Villadolid, (PNM)

12.Hon. Clara E. Reyes, Sangguniang Panlalawigan ng Palawan -Member
Represented by Board Member Rolando Bonoan _

13.Hon. Edward S. Hagedorn, Mayor, Puerto Princesa City -Member
Represented by Ms. Tutu Almonte, City ENRO

14.PS/Supt Reynaldo B. Jagmis, Palawan Provincial Police -Member

Represented by PS/Insp Joel Monsanto

Absent:

15.Hon. David A. Ponce de Leon, Co-Author of R.A. 7611 -Member
16.Hon. Ramon A. Zabala, Liga ng mga Barangay -Member
17.Hon. Evelyn V. Rodriguez, Pres., League of Municipalities -Member
18. Comm. Zenaida Brigida H. Pawid, NCIP Chairperson -Member
19. Deputy Director General, NEDA -Member
20.Mr. Nikos Getsis, Palawan Tourism Council -Member

RESOLUTION NO 12- 440

ADOPTING THE ECONOMIC VALUE OF CORAL REEFS IN
THE PROVINCE OF PALAWAN AT PHP 12,000 PER SQUARE
METER FOR PURPOSES OF ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION
AND/OR REHABILITATION
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WHEREAS, coral reefs and coral ecosystem provide various goods and services to
the populace, both direct and indirect, which include among others: food, raw materials,
medicines, jewelry, recreation, ecosystem services, and many more;

WHEREAS, the Province of Palawan being an archipelago of more than 1,700
islands and islets, has the largest coral reef and coastal-marine areas in the Philippines;

WHEREAS, the latest monitoring results conducted by the PCSDS reveal that the
Province’s coral reefs show signs of deterioration, both from natural and anthropological
causes;

WHEREAS, according to literatures and expert opinion, the fastest natural
regeneration rate ever recorded for coral reefs has been 20 years in the Great Barrier Reef
in Australia; while some coral reefs take as long as 70 years to regenerate back to their
original condition;

WHEREAS, a major and recently occurring anthropogenic cause of coral damage
in the Province of Palawan is ship/vessel/barge agrounding;

WHEREAS, in incidents of ship grounding and the coral reefs are left alone to
regenerate on their own, it will take the ecosystem several years to recover;

WHEREAS, in the process of coral reef restoration or rehabilitation, the recent
study for the Tubbataha Reef National Marine Park commissioned in 2006 by
Conservation International which estimated the appropriate fines for ship grounding
violations recommended imposing a minimum fine of Php 9,500 per square meter or a
maximum of Php 15,000 per square or an average amount of Php 12,000 per square
meter of damaged coral reef;

WHEREAS, similar situations in other areas of the Philippines such as in Apo
Reef Natural Park, a ship grounding incident in 2003 resulted to imposition of fine
amounting to Php 13,000 per square meter of damaged corals;

WHEREAS, coral damage attributed to occurrence of similar incidents recorded
imposition of much higher fines such as: in the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary
(United States) as high as US$ 481 per sq. m. or approximately Php 24,000 per sq. m.,
and in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park (Australia), the fine was A$ 733 per sq. m. or
approximately Php 28,000 per sq. m.

WHEREAS, there is a need to protect, conserve, restore and/or rehabilitate the
remaining coral reefs of the Province which are being mainly affected by anthopogenic
causes such as ship/vessel/barge agrounding and others;

NOW THEREFORE, this Council, as a matter of policy, resolves to adopt as it is
hereby adopted the economic value of coral reefs in the Province of Palawan at Php
12,000 per square meter, based on the aforementioned Tubbataha Reef Study of 2006, for
purposes of ecosystem restoration and/or rehabilitation.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that this amount be used in estimating the cost of
environmental damage to coral reefs due to vessel agrounding and similar causes, the
presence or absence of negligence notwithstanding.
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RESOLVED FURTHER, that this amount be used in estimating the cost of
environmental damage to coral reefs due to vessel agrounding and similar causes, the
presence or absence of negligence notwithstanding.

RESOLVED FINALLY, that copy of this resolution be furnished the Office of the
National Administrative Registrar at the UP Law Center, Diliman, Quezon City.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 6™ day of July at Puerto Princesa City.

I hereby certify that the above-quoted resolution has been duly adopted and
approved by the PCSD on July 6, 2012 at Puerto Princesa City.

-

SEFPHINES. MATULAC
Acting Secretary

APPROVED FOR THE COUNCIL:

GOV. ABRAHA LIL B. MITRA
PCSD Chairman



